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Planning and Economic Development Committee Agenda
 

Tuesday, October 1, 2024, 9:30 a.m.
Regional Council Chambers

Regional Headquarters Building
605 Rossland Road East, Whitby

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097.

Note: This meeting will be held in a hybrid meeting format with electronic and in-person participation.
Committee meetings may be viewed via live streaming.
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Regional Council or Committees, including home address, phone numbers and
email addresses, will become part of the public record. This also includes oral
submissions at meetings. If you have any questions about the collection of
information, please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services.

________________________
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 

A regular meeting of the Planning & Economic Development Committee was held on 
Tuesday, September 3, 2024 in the Council Chambers, Regional Headquarters Building, 
605 Rossland Road East, Whitby, Ontario at 9:30 AM. Electronic participation was offered 
for this meeting. 

1. Roll Call 

Present: Councillor Chapman, Chair 
Councillor Pickles*, Vice-Chair 
Councillor Collier* 
Councillor Kerr 
Councillor Neal* left the meeting at 9:41 AM 
Councillor Shahid 
Councillor Wotten attended the meeting at 9:33 AM 
Regional Chair Henry 
* denotes Councillors participating electronically 

Staff 
Present: S. Austin, Director, Strategic Initiatives 

C. Boyd*, Solicitor, Chief Administrative Office – Legal Services 
M. Broderick, Manager, Economic Development, Business Development & 

Investment  
S. Dessureault, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 
S. Gill, Director, Economic Development & Tourism 
C. Goodchild, Director of Planning 
B. Holmes, General Manager, Transit 
R. Inacio, Systems Support Specialist, Corporate Services – IT 
R. Jagannathan, Acting Chief Administrative Officer 
J. Kelly, Manager, Policy & Special Studies 
L. Lovery*, Director, Rapid Transit & Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) 
I. McVey, Manager, Sustainability 
J. Severs, Manager, Economic Development, Marketing & Tourism 
K. Smith, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 
L. Talling, Acting Manager, Economic Development, Agriculture & Rural 

Affairs 
V. Walker, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 
R. Woon, Senior Solicitor, Chief Administrative Office – Legal Services 
* denotes staff participating electronically 

Page 4 of 75



Planning & Economic Development Committee - Minutes 
September 3, 2024 Page 2 of 6 

 

2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest made. 

3. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by Councillor Kerr, Seconded by Councillor Shahid, 
(50) That the minutes of the regular Planning & Economic Development 

Committee meeting held on Tuesday, June 4, 2024, be adopted. 
CARRIED 

4. Statutory Public Meetings 

There were no statutory public meetings. 

C. Goodchild, Director of Planning, introduced Jonah Kelly as the new Manager of 
Policy and Special Studies in the Planning Division.  

5. Presentations 

5.1 Jacquie Severs, Manager, Marketing & Tourism, re: Durham Tourism Five Year 
Action Plan, the Regional Tourism Plan (2024-EDT-12) [Item 8.2 a)]  

Jacquie Severs, Manager, Marketing & Tourism, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation regarding the Durham Tourism Five Year Action Plan, the Regional 
Tourism Plan.  

Highlights of the presentation included:  

• Why Tourism Matters 
• Ready Set Future’s Vision Statement 
• Five Sub-Plans 

o Growing North Durham 
o Growing Agri-Food Durham 
o Marketing Action Plan 
o Durham Tourism Action Plan 
o Investment Attraction Plan 

• Journey to the Plan 
• Key Tourism Segments 

o Culinary Tourism 
o Creative Industries 
o Agri-Tourism 
o Downtowns 
o Sport Tourism 
o Outdoor Tourism 

• Special Sections 
• Vision 
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• Mission 
• Goals 

J. Severs responded to questions from the Committee with regards to whether the 
vision statement in the action plan is too limited in only identifying residents of the 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA), and whether consideration was given to expanding 
the vision statement to include municipalities beyond the GTA; how the Region 
receives funding for tourism from the provincial government; whether additional 
funding for tourism is available through grant programs; and what strategies are 
used to inform the public of the tourism readiness plan.  

6. Delegations 

There were no delegations to be heard. 

7. Planning 

7.1 Correspondence 

There were no communication items to be considered. 

7.2 Reports 

A) Overview of Carbon Offset Opportunities for the Agriculture Sector in Durham 
Region (2024-P-14)  

Report #2024-P-14 from B. Bridgeman, Commissioner of Planning and Economic 
Development, was received. 

Following a question from the Committee, S. Gill confirmed that the information 
contained in the report relating to federal subsidies can be shared with the 
Durham Agriculture Advisory Committee and agriculture business community in 
the Region.  

Moved by Councillor Wotten, Seconded by Councillor Shahid, 
(51) That Report #2024-P-14 of the Commissioner of Planning and Economic 

Development be received for information. 
CARRIED 

8. Economic Development 

8.1 Correspondence 

There were no communication items to be considered. 

8.2 Reports 
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A) Durham Tourism Five Year Action Plan, the Regional Tourism Plan (2024-EDT-
12)  

Report #2024-EDT-12 from B. Bridgeman, Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development, was received. 

Moved by Councillor Shahid, Seconded by Councillor Wotten, 
(52) That we recommend to Council: 

That the Durham Tourism Strategic Action Plan 2024-2028 (as contained in 
Attachment #1 to Report #2024-EDT-12 of the Commissioner of Planning & 
Economic Development) be endorsed. 

CARRIED 

B) Municipal Accommodation Tax and the Forming of Tourism Municipal Services 
Corporations (2024-EDT-13)  

Report #2024-EDT-13 from B. Bridgeman, Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development, was received. 

Staff responded to questions from the Committee with regards to the benefits of 
implementing a municipal accommodation tax (MAT); which levels of government 
are permitted to charge a MAT; at what point other Greater Toronto Hamilton 
Area municipalities and other large municipalities began implementing a MAT; 
and qualifications regarding registered tourism entities. 

S. Gill provided clarification regarding the purpose of municipalities implementing 
a MAT, and the legislated requirements for sharing MAT proceeds with eligible 
tourism entities. 

Moved by Councillor Kerr, Seconded by Councillor Wotten, 
(53) That we recommend to Council: 

That the Chief Administrative Officer, on behalf of the Region and on terms 
satisfactory to the Regional Solicitor, be authorized to issue letters of 
authorization to Area Municipalities upon request, to form a Tourism Municipal 
Services Corporation to receive Municipal Accommodation Tax revenue and 
perform promotional activities related to tourism. 

CARRIED 

9. Advisory Committee Resolutions 

9.1 Durham Environment and Climate Advisory Committee 

A) Resolution regarding Proposed Amendments to the Ontario Building Code  

Moved by Councillor Shahid, Seconded by Councillor Pickles, 
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(54) That we recommend to Council: 

Whereas to achieve GHG reduction targets in Durham Region a significant 
increase in the uptake of electric vehicles will be required; 

Whereas to increase uptake there is an urgent need to ensure that new homes 
built in the Region are EV-ready with 200-amp electrical service, as well as 
electrical conduit, and outlet box in the garage; 

Whereas the costs to make new homes EV ready are understood to be 
significantly less than the costs to retrofit homes;  

Therefore, be it resolved that the Durham Environment and Climate Advisory 
Committee (DECAC) supports the proposed amendments to the Ontario Building 
Code outlined in Bill 199 and recommends to the Planning and Economic 
Development Committee that this motion be forwarded to Regional Council for 
their consideration and expression of support. 

CARRIED 

10. Confidential Matters 

There were no confidential matters to be considered. 

11. Other Business 

There was no other business to be considered. 

12. Date of Next Meeting 

The next regularly scheduled Planning & Economic Development Committee 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 1, 2024 at 9:30 AM in the Council 
Chambers, Regional Headquarters Building, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

13. Adjournment 

Moved by Councillor Kerr, Seconded by Councillor Shahid, 
(55) That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 10:03 AM 
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Respectfully submitted, 

B. Chapman, Chair 

V. Walker, Committee Clerk 
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DURHAM REGION PROFILE

Aneesah Luqman MES Pl., MCIP, RPP

Senior Planner | Policy Planning & Special Studies

Regional Municipality of Durham

Planning & Economic Development Committee

October 1st, 2024
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durham.ca

R O A D M A P

• Introduction and Overview

• 2021 Census Data Trends
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durham.ca

D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
.

3

• Demographic and 
socioeconomic 
data

• Comparisons to 
the Greater 
Toronto and 
Hamilton Area
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durham.ca

D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
R E P O R T I N G  A R E A S
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durham.ca

D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
C O M P O N E N T S

5

INFOGRAPHIC SUMMARY TECHNICAL REPORT AND 
DATA TABLES
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D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
P O P U L A T I O N
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D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
S O C I A L  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S
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durham.ca

D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
H O U S E H O L D S
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D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
E M P L O Y M E N T  &  I N C O M E
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D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
E D U C A T I O N
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durham.ca

D U R H A M  P R O F I L E  O V E R V I E W
A G R I C U L T U R E
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durham.ca

durham.ca
@RegionofDurham

Questions?

Aneesah Luqman MES Pl., MCIP, RPP

Aneesah.Luqman@durham.ca

905-668-4113 x2546

12
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Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing 

Municipal Services Office Central Region 

Municipal Services Division 

777 Bay Street, 161h Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 2J3 
Tel.: 416 585-6226 

September 3, 2024 

Alexander Harras 
Regional Clerk 
Region of Durham 
605 Rossland Road East 
Whitby, ON L 1 N 6A3 
alexander.harras@durham.ca 

Ministere des 
Affaires municipales 
et du Logement 

Bureaux des services aux municipalites 
region du Centre 
Division des services aux municipalites 

777, rue Bay, 16° etage 
Toronto (Ontario) M7A 2J3 
Tel.: 416 585-6226 

Re: Region of Durham 2023 Official Plan 
MMAH File No.: 18-OP-237796 

Dear Alexander Harras, 

Ontario& 

Please find attached a Notice of Decision regarding the above-noted matter. 

If you have any questions regarding this m' atter, please feel free to contact Laurie Miller, 
Regional Director, Central Municipal Services Office, by email at 
Laurie.Miller@ontario.ca, or myself by email at Maya.Harris@ontario.ca. 

Sincerely, 
_/'"\ 

--- ---�--, 

� t t 
Maya Harris 
Manager Community Planning and Development (East) 

cc. Brian Bridgeman, Commissioner, Durham Region 
Colleen Goodchild, Director, Durham Region 
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File No.: 18-OP-237796  Date of Decision: September 3, 2024 

Municipality: Regional Municipality of Durham  Date of Notice: September 3, 2024 
Subject All lands within the Regional     
Lands: Municipality of Durham 

 

NOTICE OF DECISION 
With respect to an Official Plan  

Section 17(34) of the Planning Act 
 

A decision was made on the date noted above to modify and approve in part, the Region of Durham 
Official Plan, as adopted by By-Law No. 38-2023 with seventy-seven (77) modifications and a non-
decision for mapping and policies related to northeast Pickering expansion lands.  
 
Purpose and Effect of the Official Plan Amendment  
The approval of Durham Region’s Official Plan in part and as modified, repeals and replaces the in-
effect official plan that was adopted by the Region in 1991, including all amendments thereto. 
 
The approved Region of Durham Official Plan outlines a comprehensive land use policy framework to 
guide growth and development within the Region to the year 2051, including policies that: establish 
minimum density and intensification targets; appropriately phase future development and 
infrastructure; establish major transit station areas; provide for a wide range of housing options; 
provide for employment area planning; environmental and agricultural protection; public health and 
safety, and other matters.  The seventy-seven (77) modifications to the official plan have been made 
to address provincial policy direction and government priorities related to growth management, 
transportation, transit, infrastructure, land use compatibility, agricultural uses, hazards and the 
protection of drinking water.  
 
Please note, a decision is being withheld at this time on maps and policies related to proposed 
settlement area boundary expansions in northeast Pickering that overlaps with O. Reg 102/72 which 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing recently consulted on a proposal to amend. 
 
The new official Plan applies to all lands within the Region of Durham. 
 
Decision Final 
Pursuant to subsections 17(36.5) and (38.1) of the Planning Act, the decision of the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing regarding an official plan adopted in accordance with section 26 of the 
Planning Act is final and not subject to appeal. Accordingly, the Durham Official Plan, as modified and 
approved in part by the Minister, came into effect on September 3, 2024. 
  
Other Related Applications:  None   
 
Getting Additional Information 
Additional information is available on the Region of Durham’s website: 
https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/envision-durham.aspx 
 
Additional information is available during regular office hours at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing at the address noted below. 
 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Municipal Services Office – Central Ontario (MSO-C) 
777 Bay Street, 16th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 2J3 
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DECISION 
With respect to New Region of Durham Official' Plan 

Subsection 17(34) of the Planning A.ct 

I hereby repeal the Region of Durham Official Plan adopted by By-law 103-:91 as approved by 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Houslng on November 24, 19'93, and subsequent 
amendments thereto. Furthermore, I hereby approve, as modified, the Region of Durham 
Official ,P l an , as adopted by the Region of Durham by By-law 38�2023, subject to the following 
modincations, as shown in Part A, with addit i o n s in bold underline and deletions in hol1d 
strikethrough. Part B identifies parts of the Officiar .Plan where a decisi,on is withheld. 

PART A - MODJFfCATIONS 

1· . Policy 3.3.. 24 d) is mod itjed so th at it reads: 

�d) they do not disrupt the agricultural community and impacts on the surrounding 
agricultural operations and lands are mitigated to the extent feasible." 

2. Policy 3.3.31 is modified SQ that it reads: 

�consider new cemeteries subject to the following criteria: 

a) for Prime Agrjcultural Areas, there are no reasonabJe alt.ernative locafiions which 
avoid Prime Agricultural Areas and the cemetery is located on lower priority lands 
in areas of lesseragrisldtural signifieanee; 
b) there are no adverse impacts on the natural envlronment, hydrological features and 
surrounding land uses; 
c), impacts from the cemetery on surrounding agricultural operations and lands 
a re mitigated to the extent feasible; 
dG) if locating adjacent to an operatlng landfill, the cemetery is sited in 
accordance with the Land Use Compatibility Guidelines, and any other gui delines 
and/or requrrements issued by the province; 
ea) the cemetery is no larger than 40 hectares witMin the Prime Agricu[tural Area.; and 
f) within the Greenbelt Area, cemeteries are not permitted within the Prime 
Agricu HuraI A reas." 

3. Policies 3.3.39 d), e), and f} are modified so that they read: 

"d) guide development, redevelo pment,, and intensification whfle protecting and 
preserving built heritage resourcesbYHdings, and cultural heritage 
la n dscapesieatures and-f,unctions; 
e} support the restoration and where appropriate, the adaptive reuse of b u.ilt heritage 
r-esourcesbwnd i ngs; 
f) provide an appropriate 1 nterface or trans iti,on between new developments and 
protected herftage propertiesb1.1Hdings or heritage conservation d i;stricts;� 

4. Policy 3.3.41 a) is modified so that it reads: 

''adopt pol icies to protect and enhance cultura[ heritage resources in their official plans, ·_ 
including the use of heritaue impact assessments where development is proposed 
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adjacent to Qroperties designated under the Ontario Heritage Act, heritage 
� � --�-•d=� - ...i:_.M:-a- __ .. 'lrovincial heritage properties." 

5. Policy 3.3 .46 is modified so that it reads: 

.,, �n courage area municipalities to pr-eseFVeconserve and protect slgn ificant natural and 
ciultura, landscapes through the development process, including the Lake Ontario • 
waterfront, the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail, Lake Scugog, Lake Simcoe and the Rouge 
National Urban Park views and vistas_" 

6. Policy 3 . 3 . 50 is modified so that it reads: 

�Ensure t h at, where archaeological resources are found to be of Indigenous affiHation 
first Nation--o r�Me:tis--&fi.gin,. the proponent and/or their archaeological consultant are 
required to: • 

a) where the finding takes place through a Stage 2 arch aeo I og ical assessment, 
provide a copy of the findings and receive a response from the. Indigenous community 
Fim--Nation-0- r.... Me-tis identified as h avi ng cultural and/or local heritage within the area 
prior to development proceeding the subsequent stage of archaeological assessment 
and 

b) during the through a Stage 3 a rch aeological assessment, enga.ge no·n�• and 
receive a response from the rerevant Indigenous community FiF-st-Nation --or-M-e-tis­
identified as having cultural and/or local .heritage within the area in the formulation of 
mitigation strategi,es-adv-ance Gf onsite assessment •nork.'' 

7. Add a new pol i cy 3.3.52 that reads: 

�Encourage area munich�stlities to prepare archaeological management plans and 
cultural plans, where approprjate.� 

8. Poli cy 4.1 .13 is rn odified so that it reads: 

"Work with area municipalities, conservation authorities and other agencies to ensure 
stormwater management plans encourage implementation of a hierarchy of source, 
loHevel, conveyance and end of pipe control s,. to address the impacts of a ch a n gi n g 
climate, and impacts from natural hazards, i ncl ud i ng through improved stormwater 
management design and the use of innovative technologies and best p ractices", 

9. Po I icy 4 .1 . 14 is modified. so that it reads: 

''Encourage area municipalities to include polides wlthin their official plans to imp,leme-nt 
s·ource control .programs that reduce stormwater runoff volume and pollutant loadings 
with.in designated·Urban Areas in the Lake Simcoe watershed, in accordance with the 
Lake S'imcoe Protection P l a n . � 

1 0. Po.I icy 4.1.27 is modified so that it reads: 

"Allow lands subject to Policy 9.1.2 .b) 9.2.12 located within the Uxbridge Urban Area 
�...-hich are Gurrently restrlGted from det.•elopmenl--due-te-selFVicing eapacity 
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G8RStraints, to be cons-idered for development without the need for a compretnensiv,e 
review of thts Plan once a se,v:ieing solution is identified , and shail: 

a) have priority over e�pansions to the Uxbr!dgie Urban Area; and 

b) be alllocated any additional servic1 ing capacity, in accordance with the relevant policies 
of the area municipal official plan.� 

11. Policy 4.1,.39 is modified so that it reads: 

"Investigate the long�term servicingr of Urban Areas identified in iPolicy 4.1.38. Further 
expansions to these Urban Areas shaU only be considered if there is a long-'term plan in 
place to prov,ide �un municipal services and in acco!'ldance with applicable !Provincial 
p, lans.The appliGab1le se•.•.•age and�water infrastruGture po!lisie·s ofthe..GreeAbelt 
Plan al:so apply." 

12. Policy 5.1.14 g) is modified so that it reads: 

''g) notwithstanding the intensification policies herein, -any-new or intensified 
development is not directed towit!h:in Flloodplain Special Policy Ar,eas. and slhall be 
subject to the app:liicab!e provisions oftihe area municipal official plan." 

13, F i ,gu re 11 - Strategi ic Growth Area Targe-ts Table is modified by adding an asterisk ("k) 
after the target for Protected Major Transit Station Are-as and by addiing the followi ng· 
note below the table: 

"Notwithstanding the above. the Oshawa GONIA Protected M:ajor Transit Sta.Uon 
Area willl be planned to achieve a minimum density target of 25 ipeople and jobs 
pe·r· g.ro,s.s hectare" . 

14. Figure 11 - Strategic Growth Area Targets Table is modified by deleting footnote: 

"N8-twitnstanding the above Minimum Tr.ansit-S-uppertive Densiq• Targets, •Nhwe-.a 
Regional Centre is 1·ooat.ed along -a Rapid Tr:an:sit Cor�idor and i,s also comprised 
of a !hi'storio downt.own, an area munis:ip.al offioial pllan -may establish an 
alternative densi:ty target for the Regtona-1 Centre pro•.fided the overan targeHef 
the area municipality is maintain-ea." 

15. The preamble of policy 5,2.6- and the associated subsection b) are modified so that they 
read: 

"Require area municipalities to p, lan for Strategic Growth Areas by updateing official 
p:lans, secondary plans and zoning by-llaws to• : 

b) Set outdesig-nate appropriate: 
i), land use designations; 
ii) establish-m i nimum residential and employment density targets in 
ac,cordan,ce w1ith Fiigurre 11: and 
iii) !identify pem-1is-sible burnt form standards, including minimum and 
maximum lbuildiing heights; 
iV) establish m:iniimum..and maximum building heights/ 

Page 3 of 17 

Page 26 of 75

https://munis:ip.al
https://1�ooat.ed


16. Policy 5.2.-8 e) is modified so that the first sentence reads: 

"contributes to, recognii:es, ;preser>,es and/er conserves appliGable�u nt--and-cu ltural 
heritage resources, in accordance with Sect1 ion 3.. 3." 

n. Add a new policy 5.211.1 which reads: 

"Notwithstanding ,policies 5.2.10 and 5...2.11, the further r,ef,inement of the 
bounda.rie•s of Strategic Growth Areas shalll onlly be unde1rtaken in a,cco-rdance 
with provinciail pEans and po,Hcy." 

18. The preamble of Section 5 .2 ( after po I.icy 5 .2 .14) 'Protected Major Transit Station Areas' 
is modi�ied so that .it reads: 

"There are, seven eight Protected Major Transiit Station Areas located within southern 
Durham along the Lakeshore E�st GO Train line. +hree fo,ur Protected Major Transit 
Statiio n Areas surround existing stations in Pickeri ng, Ajax.1 amt Whitby, and Oshawa , 
and four new stations a re being planned along the GO East Extension, two of which are 
in the Ci"ty of Oshawa (Thornton's Cqmers and Central Oshawa) and two of which are in 
the Municipality of Cl.aringfon (Coui:tiice and Bowmanvil:le)." 

19. Policy 5.2. 17 is modified to add the foHowing new s ubsedi on: 

"c) any land use• that would adversely affe,ct the achievement of the minimum 
density target." 

20. Policy 5.2.18 is modified so that it reads: 

"Not. permit sensitive land uses, no,twithstanding any other policies of this Plan to tlhe 
contrary, at the foHowing locations: 

&on the lands located within the existing_Oshawa GON,A Protected Major 
Transiit Station Area in the City of Oshawa. due to surrounding industrial! uses, 
raHwa.y and highway .infrastru cturej and, 

!!): on the lands located within the Courtice Protected Major Transit Station Area, east of 
Courtioe Road and south of Baseline Road in the Municipality of Clarington, due to 
proximity to the Danlington Generating Station� 

21. Policy 5.2.23 i) is modified so that it reads: 

�lnclqde plans to accommodate mummodal access to, Protected Majqr Transit 
Station Areas by accounting for the retention or replacement of exisdng station acoess 
infrastructure {pedestrian, bus, cycle, pick-up and drop-off, and vehicle parking) and 
giive priority to local and inter-regi•onal transit, a ,ctive transportation and 
p,assenger pick-up and drop off. Include plans for a:s-weU�as the protection for future 
facility expansion when new development on existing GO Station land is proposed;� 
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22. Add a new pol icy 5. 2. 23 m) which reads:  

., , Regu ire. where deve�opm e nt is proposed a dia cent or in the vie in ity ,of M�TO perm it 
control areas. a transportation impact study be undertaken to determine the 
impacts of proposed development and intens.ificaUon on highway interchange 
nodes within the Ministry's perm it c ont.ro I area.'' 

23 .  Add a new po1l icy 5 .2 .. 23. 1 which reads: 

"Notwithstanding_ ROl icies 5 .. 2 .1 5 to 5.2 .23, the existing Oshawa GONIA station is 
to be p�anne-d for Employment Area pe-rmitted uses only with a minimum densirty 
target of 25 people and jobs per he-etare. "  

24. Add a new policy 5 .4.5. 1 that reads : 

"Development within the desiignated greenfield ar-ea shall be planned to achieve a 
minimum density. target of not less than 53 peopl •e and jobs per hectare.� 

25. The preamble of section 5. 7.2 is mod ified so that it reads:  

� Require Area Mu nicipal ities to update Consider support f-or an:uandmen-ts to a:n 
area municipal their officia l plan.§. to des ig nate a-supply----ef land for development up to 
the time frame of this P !an,  i ncludi n g Sett lement Area Boundary Expansions to the 
extent of the Region's Urban Area Boundary as shown on Map 1 ,  provided that the 
amendmene 

26. Pol i1cy 6 .2 .8 is mod ified by adding a new subsection that reads:  
''c) Notwithstanding p,oHcy 6.2.8 b), within the Greenbelt Area, uses are l i m ited to 
those permitted by the a.ppJ icable provincial  plans."  

27. Pol icy 6 .4 .5 c) and 6.4.6 c) are modified so that they read: 

·"c) wlthiwthe Protested Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan Area, the dwel l ing was i n 
existence in ac·cordance with the date set out in the appl icable provincial plana,s.... 
Cecem ber---1- 6,--2004; " 

28. Policy 6.7 .4 is mod ified so that it reads: 

"Ensure that the development of minera l aggregate operat 1ons and ways jde p its shal.1 ,  
Where appHcabre , oonform with the-provincial p�ans and polic ies Oak-Ridges-­
Moraine Conservati8fH!iaR --and- t-he-Groenbelt Plan, where applicable, in add itiio n to 
the pol icies ,of this P l an , �  

2.9 .  Add a new pol icy 6.7.24 whic;h reads :  

"6.7.2:4 Ensure the rehabi l itation of mineral aggregate extraction sites in Prime 
Agricultural Areas is undertaken in accordance with ap,pl icable provincial  plans 
and p,olicy." 
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30. Policy 7 . 1 . 1 1  b) is mod ified so that it reads.: 

�demonstrate that. the use 'is  appropriate for location in the Major Open Space Area and, 
apart from recreational uses, cemeteri,es, and minera l  aggreg1ate extra,cti,on, iis small 
in scale and serves the res,ource and agricultural sectors;" 

31 . Add a new Policy 7 .4.4 e) th,at reads: 

· "e), notwirthstanding al to d) above. stewardship, conservatiion, restoration and 
remediation undertakings, and flood and erosion control projects may be 
perm iUed irf they are demonstrated to be necessary in the p•u bUc ii nterest and a.fter 
an a lternatives have been cons,idered." 

32. The preamble ofr pol icy 7.4. 1 5  is modified' so that iit reads: 

'H:eq u ire that any proposal for develop me n,t or site alteration ,n proximity to Key natura I 
heri,tage :features or key hydmlogic features include an env ironmental impact study as 
part of a complete appll icat ion. The IRegion, in oonsultation with the area municipa l ity , 
,the conserva.tion aU1thoritv having1 iurisdiction if a conservation authority permit 
win be required and the Lake Sim,coe R,egion Conservation Authority wlher,e 
,app,ll icable eo:Rse:rvatio,n autho:rity and applicant, may s,eled and retain a qualified 
environmental consu lltant to peer review the study at the appl icant's expense. Such a 
study shal l apply to the area to be developed, or may be expanded to include additional 
lands, as may be deemed necessary by the Region ,  in consultat ion with the area 
munic ipa l ity, the Lake S,imcoe Region Conservation Authority whe1re applicable 
eanservatron authority and any other appropriate ag,ency, and it shal.l address the 
fol l owing:� 

33.. Policy 7.4. f s.  j) is de leted in its ent i rety : 

�i j) the need f:oresosystem compensation, as directed by the area-munieipaJiq•, if 
avoidan:oe a.n:d mit.igaUen are not :possible, in. aGsordance-with Section 7.7;�' 

34 .. Policy 7.4.22 is modified so that it reads: 

� Proh ib it development and s ite aHe ration within s f:gn ificam woodlands,  as verified by an 
a ppropriate s1ite�specific study, such as an environment impact study.. Notwithstanding, 
rnin,eral  aggregate ,o, pe:rations may be p,ermitited within significant wo,od lands 
p,rovided the applicable· pollicV: requirements of provinclal plans and policie,.s are 
satisfied .. " 

35 .. Policy 7.4.27 is modHied so that H reads:  

"Prohib it development and site allteration with in prov incia l :ly significant wetlands,  
significant coastal wetlands and wetlands within provincia l natural heritage system 
areas, in accordance with Pollici:es 7 .4.. 10 to 7 .4. 1 8. Notwithstanding. mineram 
aggregate operations may be permitted with1in non-signHiicant wetJlands. provided 
the appll icabl,e policy requirements of provincial plans and polic1ies ar·e satisfied." 
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.36. Pol: icy 7 .5 .8 is modified so that it reads: 

�Discourage alterations to wateroourses and permanent and/or intermittent streams. 
Minor adj ustments to watercoLrrses and permanent and/or intermittent streams may be 
considered by the conservation authmity having jur,isdiction in accordance with 
regulations under the C,onservatio n Autho1rities Act 1Nhere 9'..•idence-Gan-be 
pro-v-ided�t-hat-$UCh al·terations wHI not have an adve.r--se -effe-et on the functio:ns of 
the •1.•.atersoHrse or ;permanent andJof -intem1Utent stream, insluding aq1a1atic 
ha,bitat." 

37. _Policy 7 .5 .1 3 is mod ified so that it reads :  

� Requ ire• that area municipalities include p,olicii,es. and appropriate designations wirth in 
the1ir official plans, iinformed by watershed planning1 , that prnvide for. the 

1

longI-terrn 
protection of key hydro.logic feature.s,. key hydro,logic ar,eas ,  and their funcUons';. 

38 .. Pol icies 7 .5.33 ,  7 . 5.34 and 7 ,.5.35 are modified to rep!lace the words uthe Beaverton 
intake protect ion zone - 1 "  where they occur, with the words "any intake protection 
Zipne" .  

39. Policy 7 .6. 1 1  iis  modified so that iit reads: 

"Require area municipal.ities to ,ensur,e hazardous forest types for wild land fire are 
considered through an ,environmental impact study when development is proposed in or 
adjacent to areas at risk for wild l:a n d fire..-as-identificd by Ministry of Northern 
De•.-relopment, MinesrNatural Resourses an,d Forestry map

1

pin-9r0r-leea+­
re-fineme-nts where available." 

40. Add new pol icies 7.6 .. 1 2.1 and 7.'6. 1 2.2  which read: 

"7.,•6. 1 2.1 WHdland fire miti'gation measures shalll  not be permitted i n  significant 
wetlands and signi.ficant coastal wetlands.. 

7.6.1 2.2 Wildland fire mitig,atio.n measures shall  not be permitted in  significant 
woodlands. signi�icant valleylands. significant wildl ife ·habitat, significant areas of 
natural and s,cientiHc interest� coastal wetlands and fish habiitat as. wel l  as 
adliacent lands un less it has been demonstrated that there will be no ne,gati've 
im

1

pacts on the natural fe·atures or their e,cologi,cal f\unctiions.. " 

41 . Objective i i i) in Section 7 .7 is de leted in its entirety and Objective iv) is renumbered to 
Objective i i i) :  

�-iiij-Pramete the use ofes:osystem sompe.nsati0n when avoidanse and mHiga.Uon 
of nat.u:ral features is not possihle. 

-ivUi) Promot.e the increase in public ownership of natural heritage a11d natural hazard 
lands throu,gh land s,ecurement." 

42. The Ecosystem Compensat ion Sect ion , including the preamble and poli cies 7.7 . 1 1 ,  
7 .7 . 1 2  and 7.7 . 1 3, are deleted in t heir entirety. 

Page 7 of 1 7  

Page 30 of 75



43. Pol icy 8 . 1 _g is modified so that it reads : 

"Encou rage and work witn Metrol inx, provi ncia l! , municipal and federal governments to 
realize p,lan for improved inter-reg iona l  transit. connect ions ,  including Freeway Transit 
and Other Trans it Connections designated on Map 3a .�  

44.  Policy 8 .3 .7  is modirfied so that it reads: 

"R�.que.st-thaHhe-pFeYinse continue to Work with ·the province to investigate the 
feasibil ity of implement ing dedicated commuter parking lots a long Hig hways 407, 4 12  
and  4 18· as ident ified through sect ion 8 . 1 .2 , and along other provincia l h ighways, to 
support carpool ing and in ter-reg i onal transit use. n 

45. Po l icy 8 .4.8 is modified so that it reads :  

� Recog nize the importance of the current and planned expansions t.o the p rovincial 
freeway hig hway system ,  insluding High•nay& 401 404, 407, 41-2,-4-1-8 --and 116, in 
fostering planning for continued economic develop ment ,  s u pporti n g goods movement, 
and accomm odating FFee·Nayinter-regional tr�ns it and red:uGing the burd-efl- Of-ll&t-19 
distanGe tra'.•el on the Region�& arteriakoad- netwer-k." 

46. Pol icy 8 .4 .  9 is mod ii�ied as to I lows: 

i) , Mod ifying the first sentence to read: "Support improvements to the provi ncia ll freeY.,ay 
a-R-d hig hway network by encouraging the-acc-elerated impl!ementation of such as: " ,  
and 

i i) mod ifyi ng subsection d) so that it reads: ud) modifiGations to ttie real ignment of the 
Htg hway 7/1 2 in tersect ion at Thic.kson Road , subject to further st� t-h-e--+& 
Whitby and MTO, that may be u pdated without amendment to th is P lan_ �, 

47. Add new pol i cy 8 .4 . 1 0 . 1i that reads: 

� Ensure MTO is consulted on al l  proposed development that is adjacent to or in 
the vici n ity of provincial h ighwavs within MTOs permit controli area under the 
Public Transportation and Highway Improvement Act.� 

48. Poli cy 8.4. 1 1  is de leted [n it.s entirety : 

".Enoour�ge MTOto sonstruct the- Hitthway 407 internha.ngesat 'J'lestney Road, 
Sale-m-R-Ga�d--lhornton Read, Higt11.·1ay 412 in:t.erGhang:e at RosslaHd-R-aad, and 

, Gomplete the Highway 401/La� Ridige -Raad -j nterehange, 'Nhish 'l.i:ere approved in 
the Highway- 407-East Environmental Assessment study hut deferred from i:mUal 
GonstruGtion."  

49 . Po l icy 8 .4 .. 1 2  rs deleted ln its ent i rety and re pl aced with a new po l icy 8 .4 . 1 2  that reads:  

"Support the �urther study of Conceptual Future Interchanges to improve freeway 
access and .support development. in consu ltation with MTO, on Highways 401 and 
407 as desi,gnated on Map Jb. '1 
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50 _ Policy 8 .4. 1 3  a) is modified so that it reads : 

�a) Advocati n g the importance of inter-regional transportation improvements such as the 
widening of Stee les Avenue (west of Beare Road) and Highway 7 (west of Brock Road), 
including-advocating the pr(V.•insial gOl/emm.ent to·take a l!ead'ersh.ip role-in-- theiF 
implementation; and' 

51 . Pol icy 8.5 is modified as follows: 

i) Delete Object �ve ii i )  and replace with : " i i.!) Ensure the long-term operation and 
economic rore of road. air. raH and marine faci l ities for goods movement is 
protected." 

i i} Add a new objective which reads :  "iv) Ensure that goods movement facilities 
and sensitive land uses are• appropriately designed, buffered and/or separated 
from each other to mitigate noise and vibration impacts to adjacent land 
uses." 

52. Delete Policy 9 . 1  .. 2 b) in its entirety: 

1'b) SpeGial St.udy Areas 2 and-3-a pply ...to• l�ands - leeated-within the Uxbridge Urban 
Area...-'f.. hese- ar-eas -are -ooRSidered Future Residential Development in the Uxbridge 
Offisial Plan and! can be considered for development -when-the -phasing: 
GOASiderations -0f- the--Y:xbridge Offisial plan are satisfied. An amendment to this 
Pfanto designate these lands for development shaH be subject to the 
sonside.ration of the foUowing� 

i} the amount and rate of development-that-ttaS- Oc,eur-red- in-thcarea designated 
GommuA•ty�Area; and 

-i-i}-the-avaUabilUy- -0,f-servie-ing-eapaeity.!! 

53. The first sentence of pol i cy 9 . 1 .2 c) is modified so that it reads : 

�G}h} Special Study Area 4-,g applies to lands designated as Waterfront Area south of 
Highway 401 , west of Courtice Roa. d/Courtice Shores Drive, east of Darlington Provi n cia l 
Park and north of the Lake Ontario s h ore lin e in the M u nici pal ity of CI a rington ."  

54. The first sentence of policy 9. 1 .2 d) is mod ified so that it reads: 

"d)Jfl Specia l Study Area e-j recognizes the Special Policy Area identified in accordance 
with the Provin'Cial Pol i cy Statement that appl ies to lands with in the Rapid Transit 
Corridor, a long Highway 2, that are west of Dufflns Creek in Ajax and Pi cke ring 
comprised of h istorica I developm e nit with l n the fl oodpl  a l  n . "  

55. Poli,cy 9 . 1 .2 e) js deleted in its ent i rety: 

"Spe-Gial --Study c.A rea 6 -appf. iestothe lands remo\'ed f.rom the Greenbelt Plan .4.rea 
by the Pro-tince of Ontario within the Ciq• of PiGkering, TowB-8f-Ajax- and 
llhmiGipaHty of Clamgton-.- l n-aeeor-Elanee-with-e pro-,inse, thef-01101:iing 
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sonditions must be addressed-w--the- satisfae-tlan-&Hhe pro•.•inse, or it '.•Jill initiate 
the--preooss to return the lands bask to the Greenbelt Plan Area: 

i) signmG.ant progress on appro\'als is t8 b&-achie¥ed -by-the end of 
2-023-;: 
ii) sonstruGtion ofnei.•,.• homes is to begin on these Jands by- no late-F--thaR 
2025; and 
Hi) proponents ,.-Jill funy fund the nesessar;• infrastrn'ctYre upfront.,,... IUhese 
sonditio.ns are addressed t8the satisfa&tiofH>.f---the-prov:inee, the lands may 
be -m-Gluded-withit-rthe Urban Area Bmmda.11•� and the population, 
household and employment rorecasts may be revjsed t8 renec.t- 4he- . 
provision ofadditianal--housing-s-upply in these ar,ieas. 

56. The subtit le after po l icy 9. 2. 1 is modified so th at it re ads :  

"Specific Pol icy Area A - Seaton Urban Area & Duffins Rouge Agricultural Preserve". 

57. Pol icies 9 .2 .6 through 9.2. 1 0  are renumbered as 9.2.7 through 9.2. 1 1  respective ly ,  and a 
new pol icy 9.2 . 6 is i n serted (after pol icy 9 .2..5) that reads: 

" In  additiion to the appl icable pol icfes of the Greenbelt Plan and the implemenUng 
pol icy framework .set out in this P Ian; I ands with in the D uffins Rouge A.gricuJtural 
Preserve are also subject to the Duffins Rouge Agricu l tural Preserve Act, 2023.� 

58 .  Add new uSpecific Pol icy Area� sub-sect ion '"E" and new Pol icy 9 .2 . 1 2  that reads: 

�spe,cmc Pol icy Area E - Uxbridge 

It is tlhe pol icy of Council  to: 
9 .2 .1 2 Apply this pol icy to .lands within the Uxbridge Urban Area. Deve�opment on 
these lands shal l  be subject to the avaUabHity of servicing capacity .. The capacity 
of municipal services is Umi:ted and wi l l  be regularly monitored to ensure that 
development approvals do not exceed avai lable capadty. To manage development 
in an orderly and seguen•tial manner that efficientfy uses existing i nfrastructure,. 
the Region shaH continue- to ,encourage infi l l  development within the Uxbridge 
Urban Area in accordance with the re�evant pol icies of the area municipal official  
plan.u 

59. P ol i cy 1 0.2 . 5 c) ts modified so that it reads: 

�submission of a signed Record of Site Condition (RSC) to the Min istry of the 
Env i ronment, Conservati on and Parks (MECP) for the subject lands.  The RSC must be 
to the sat isfaction of the Region, and the Muni  ci pa I ity of CI ari ngton ,  and inGluding an 
A-e:knowledgem-e-nt-of ReGeipt of the RSC b-y th.e M EC P;  and'' 

60 .  Policy 1 0 ..4 .20 is mod ified by adding the fo l lowing new subsect ions:  

"1 0.4.20 ffl) a sumlus farm dwell ing rendered surplus from the parcel identified as 
Assessment No. 1 8-39�01 0-003-14300 loca.ted in Part of lot ·6. Concession 5, 
former Township of Thorah, in the Township of Brock,, subject to the inclusion of 
the provisions in the zoninn by-law to prohibit the establ ishment of any dweHings 
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on the retained parcel in accordance with the Pro,vincial and Regional pol icies,. no 
further severance of the pro p,e tty is permitted; 

1 0 .4.20 ggg) a surp.l us farm dwell ing is .sever,ed from the pa.reel identified as 
Assessment No. 1 8,-39-050-005-28300 located in Part of Lots 1 7  and 1 8. 
Concession 7 in the Township of Br,ock. subject to the inclusion of provisions in 
the zoning by-�aw to prohibit the establ ishment of any dwell ings on the retained 
parcel.  Jn accordance with Provincial' and Regi onal' pol ic.ies no further severance 
of property is permitted;� 

1 0.4 .20 hhh) a surplus farm dwelHng rendered surplus from the parcel identified as 
Assessment No. 1 8- 1 7-0 1O- 1 1 O-061 00 located in Part of Lots 7 and 8, Concession 6, 
former Township of Darl ingrt .o n, j n the Municipal ity o.f CI ari ngton. subject to the 
inclusion of the provisions in the zoning by-law to prohibit the construction of any 
new dweUi ng on the retained pa reel; and the use of the exisH ng barn for housing 
,l ivesto ck. In accordance with Provincial and .Regional pol icies,. no further 
severances of the property are permitted;� 

1 0. .4.20 i i i) a surpfus farm dwelHngrendered SU..!]?lus from the parcel identified as 
Assessment No. 1 8 1 7-030 -080-1 3500 located in Part of Lot 1. Concession 5. in the 
Mun icipal ity of Ctar-ington. subject to the inclusion of the provisions in the zoning 
by-law to prohibit the construction of any new dwelling on the retained pare.el; and 
the us,e of the existing barn for housing l ivestock. In accordance with Pro,vincial  
and Regional pol icies. no further severances of the property are perm itted:11 

6 1 .  Add a new por icy 1 0 .5 .9 ,  which reads :  

"Perm it notwithstanding any other prov isio,n of th is PJan. anc i Hary uses to the 
existing m�JJor recreational use includinQ! a hotel up to five storeys in height and 
an expanded parking area are permitted o,n lands located •On the south side of 
Elgin Park Drive west of Concession 7. east •Of Howard WUHams Court, identified 
as Assessment 18-29 1-040-009-00500 fo Part of Lot 27 Concession 6

1, in the 
Township of Uxbridge. Prior to any devetopment taking place. the following 
conditions shall be fulfi l led to the satisfaction of the Region of Durham, thie 
Township of Uxbridge. and the Lake Simco;e Region Conservation Authority: 

a) that any negative impacts .on idenUfied natural her itage features and thei r 
functions as weH as S p,ec ies of Concern and Spee i•es at Risk wi l l  be properly 
mitigated: and 

b) that any tree removaI that o ccu r.s as a res u l'l of the development of the 
proposed hotel and expanded parking area will be compensated based on the 
requirements of the Ecological Offsetting Pol icy of the Lake Simcoe :Region 
C o nservaUon A u thoritv." 

62. Map 1 of the Official PI an is modified as fol I ows: 

i) Delete �S ped al Study Area 2� and "Specia I Study Area 3� overlays in the Towns h iip 
of Uxbridge and rep lac-e them with a Specific Pol icy Area overlay label led a.s 
"Specific Pol icy Area E�_ 
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ii) Revi se the "Special Study Area 4� overlay label in Gla rin9ton (Courtice Waterfront 
Area) so that it reads "Speciar Study Area 2' ' _  

ii i )  Revise the "Special Study Area 5" overlay label tn Pickering/Ajax (along a portion of 
the Highway 2 Rapid Transit Corridor) so that it reads "Special Study Area J." _ 

iv) de !ete Specia l Study Area #6 from lands in the Clty of Pickering and Town of Ajax 
and redesig nat.e to Ag ricu It ura r Area; and 

v} de lete Special Study Area #6 from rands in the Municipality of Cla rington and 
reclesignate to Major Open Space Area. 

vi) Delete the bound ary of Rural Employment Area No. 2 in the Township of Uxbrldge 
and replace it with the boundary as it was shown on Map 1 - Regi·ona l  Stru1cture ­
U rban and Rura I System, in the 1 9  93 Regi onal Officia I P !an,  as amended 

63. Map 2a of the Officia I Pi an is modified as fo I llows: 

i )  Delete 'Speciall Study Area 6' and its ass ociated boundaries in the City of P ickering , 
Town of Ajax , and Municipa lity of Clarington . 

i i) Delete �special Study Area 2" and "Special Study Area 3� overlays in the Township 
of Uxbridge. 

iiii) Revise the "Spe.c:jal Study Arna 4'' overlay labe l  in Clarington (Courtice Watetimnt 
Area) so that it reads "Specia l Study Area 2ll _ 

iv) Revise the "Special Study Area 5" overlay label in Pickering/Ajax (a long a portjon of 
the Highway 2 Rapid Trans it Corridor) so ·that it reads �special  Study Area -3 '", 

64. Maps 1 ,  3a, 3b, 3c ,  3d, and 3e of the Officia l  Plan are modified by adjusting the 
boundary of Spedfic PoHcy Area A, in th.e City of P ickering to add the lands identified rn 
Schedule 1 to the Duffins Rouge Agricu ltural Preserve Act, 2023. 

65. Map 2b of the Offi ci al P lan is mod ified by identifying the lands ,  formerly ident ified as 
· .
, 
Specia I Study Area #6" in the City of Pickering and Munici pality of Giarington, as 

Green be It Nat ura I Heritage System , as the system is depicted on Schedule 4 of the 
Green belt Pian .  

66_ Maps 2b ,  2c, and 4 of the Official Pian a re modified by i dent ify i ng1 the lands, formerly 
identified as "Special Study _Area #6" in the City of Pickering,  Town of Ajax and 
Municfpality of Clarington, as Protected Countryside. 

67. Mod ify Maps 3a ,  3b, 3c, 3d and 3e as fo l lows: 

Add a new "Specfrfic Policy Area E" overlay and corresponding label to lands in the 
Town s hi p of Uxbridge that we re previous I y identified as m Special Study Area 2" a:n d 
"Specia I Study Are.a 3" on Map 1 of Uie Officia l  Plan as adopted by Council on May 1 7 , 
2023. 
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68. Map 3b of the Official Plan iis  modified lby: 

i) deleting the words "Existing Interchange to be Removed'' from the legend and 

irep,l'adng the associated symbol on the map with the 'Ex ist ing Interchange'  symbol, and 

i i) replacung the words, "Future Interchange" in  the legend with the words, '"ConceptuaJ 

Future Interchange� 

69. Map 3c of the Offiidal Plan is modified by identifying t:he fol lowing road segments as part 
of the Strategic Goods Movement Network: 

• King St, between Bowmanvil le Avenue and Hig hway 418  
• King Avenue / Regional Highway 2, be,tween Hii,ghw.ay 35/1 1 5  to the regiion's eastern 

municipal! boundary 
• Ganaraska Rd, between Hig hway 35/1 1 5  to the reg ion's eastern mun icipal 

boundary. 

70. Add the following new definition to the Gl:ossary: 

�A,griicuHura l Condition: in re,ga:rd fo prime agricultural lland, means a condition in 
which substantiaHy the same areas and same average sou capability for 
a.g:ricultu r,e are restored.�  

71 . Modify the definitiion of S ignifica,nt Woodlands in Ure Glossary so tlhat it reads: 

"S ignificant Woodlands:  at the regional scale are identified as: 
a) any woodland occurring with in the Urban or White belt Area which is two hectares in  
s ize or larger:; or 
b) any woodland occurring within the Rurall Area ,  which fs 1 0  hectares in size or larger; 
c) any woodland occurring within the Urban or Whitebel1 Area which is one hectare in 
sfrze or larger or any woodland occurring within the Rural Area, which is four hectares in 
s ize or larger; and 

i) occurs within 30 metres of significant natural heritage feature,  une·1aluated 
�my wetland great,er than 0.5 hectares iin  size, or  fish habitat; or 
i i) occurs wholly wuth in an identified l inkage area; or 

d) any woodland occurrjng within the Urban or White belt Area w'h ich is one hectare in 
s ize or larger or any woodland occuming within the Rura l Ar-ea, wh. ich is four hectares in 
s i:ze or larger:; and SYpJ)O•rts- incl udes: 

i) a veg1etaUon community with a provincial ranking of' S1 , 82, or  S3 as 
desi,gn ated by the !Natural Heritage !I nfo rmation Centre; 
i i) rare,  uncommon species or species with a restricted habitat preference;: or  
iiil) charaoteristics of older woodlands, , i ncluding: 

ii . woodlands having 1 O or more trees pet hectare greater than 1 00 years 
old; or 
ii. woodlands having 1 0  or more trees per hectare at least 50 centimetres 
in d iam eter, or a bas al area of e [ght or more square metres in trees that 
are at least 40 cen1t1im etres in dia meter. 
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e) notwiths'tanding, for wo,odlan ds ,o,ccuning within the Oak Ridges Moraine o,r the 
Gr,eenbelt Natura. I' Hleritag•e System, significant woodlands are based on �he 
provindal ,crite ria developed for the Oak Ridges :Moraine Conse�rvation Plan and 
the ·Greenbelt Plan." 

72. Add the following new definitions to the Glossary: 

';Areas of archaeologi,cal potential :  means areas with the HkeUhood to ,conta�n 
archaeofogica,I r-esmnces. Criteria to iidentify archaeoFogi cal ipote nti a I are 
establ ished by the Province. The Ontario Heritage Act 1re,guires archaeological 
ipotential to be con:finned by a l icens.ed archae-ollogist. 

· Bui lt  heritage resource: means a buHding. structu,re, monument, instaHaUon or 
any manufactured or cons�mcted part or remnant that contribut�s to a property's 
cultural heritage value o,r i nterest as identified by a community. including an 
lndig,eno,us community. B.u i lt heritage resour-oes are located on property that may 
be desi,nnated under Parts IV or V of the Ontario Heritage Act,, ,or that may be 
induded on loca11, p,roviincial, federal and/or intern ati,onal registers. 

Conserved: means the identifiication. p,rot.eiCtion, management and use of bui lt 
heritage resources, cultural heritage lands.capes and archae,omogical re,sout1ces in 
a manner that ,ensures their culltural heritage value o,r i nterest is retained.. This, 
may be achieved by the implementation o,f recommendations set ,out in a 
co,nservation pllan, archaeological assessmen·t:, and/or heritage impact 
as.sessment that has been approved, acce1Pted or adopted by the relevant 
pllann ing autho•rity and/or decision-malker.. M itigaitJive measures andi/or allternative 
development app,roaches can be included in these pl.ans and assessments. 

Cu!ltural he�ritage landscape: means a defined gie,ographical are.a that may have 
been modi tied by human activity and is identified as having cultural her itage vatu e 
01r interest by a community. including an lndig,enous community. The area may 
in>Clude f,eatures such as bui ldings. structures,, spaces. views. archaeologiic.al sites 
or natural elements that are valued to,getiher for their int�rremationship,, meaniing •or 
as.sociation.  Cultural heritage landscapes may be properties that have been 
determiined to have cultural heritage value or interest under the Ontario Heritage 
Act, or have been included on federail and/or intema�ional registers. and/or 
protected thr,ough orncial1 plan, zoning by-law, or other land use planning 
mechanisms. 

Protected herHage property: means property designated under Parts IV, V or VI of 
the Ontario Heritage Act; property s u biect to a heritage conservation easement 
under Parts H or IV of the Onta.rio Herifag,e Act; property identified by the Province 
and pr,es,cribed publlic bodies as provincial he,ritage 1property under the Standards 
and Guidelines for ConiservaUon of Provinc:ial Heritage Properties; prnper:tY 
profocted under federa'l le-g isliation, .and UNESCO World Heritage Sites.� 

73. The th ird paragraph ,of 'Environmental Impact Study' under the Applicati:on/ Development 
Scenario column in Tabl:e 1 is modmed so that it reads: 

"Prior to the submiss ion of any application, applicants shal l  confirm the scope of .any 
potential environmental study requirements with t ihe Region� and area municipality and 

Page 1 4  ofr 1 7  

Page 37 of 75

https://archaeologiic.al
https://licens.ed


the eonse:rvation aYthorUy to determine whether the study wil l be preparnd by a 
consultant retaiined by the Region, or by the applicant In thos:e instances where the 
study is pre-pa red by the .Region, an application shall not be de em ed to be a 'complete 
appllication' until such a time the st:udy has been completed. '' 

74. Table 1 is modified by changing the description of T1�anspm:tation Impact Study in the 
second column so that it reads: 

"A Transportation .I mpact Study (TIS) ls required for any proposal for development or site 
a lteration :in proximity to a Regional  IRoad. A TfS may ,be requ�red by �he 1\/liinistry of 
Trans1po-rta.tion (MTO) aspart of the permit appHcation process to determine the 
extent to whichr h ig1hway improvements ar-e regui r-ed as a direct result of proposed 
c-onstruction or development within the ,MTO p,e1rmit control a.rea. and adjacent to a 
provincial h ighway. In such cases.· the requirement for the study shaH be 
determined on a case-by-case basis, in consultation with the MTO." 

75. Table 1 is modified to include the fol l!owing new study (after fiscal I mpact Study} as part 
of a complete application: 

"Heritage �mpact Assessment: A Heritage Impact Assessment wi lll be required for 
development on properties adiacent to pr-o�ected heritage properties and for 
development on properties included in an area municipam ity's Heritag,e Register. " 

76. The 'Area of Natural and Sci,entific Interest' row i11 Tabl-e 7 is mod ified by repfacing 
,;, (earth sdencer with R(l ife science)" where it appears in the Greenbelt and Oak Ridges 
Mora ine Conservation Plan co lumns. 

77. Table· 7 is modified by adding a new column titled ,. "Provincial: Policy Statement" and 
adding indicator dots in the fo l lowiing rows: Habitat of E ndang,ered and Thfeatened 
Speciies., Fish Habitat, Are.as of Natural and Sdent1ific Interest, Significant Vall lleyl ands- , 
S ignificant Woodlands, Si1gnificant Wildlife Habitat, and Wetlands. Beside the new 
i ndiicator dot added f0r wetlands ,  in dude the fo l lowiing note: " (s iign if i cant wet lands, 
sig n iifica nt coasta l wetlands,  co asta:I wetlands)" 
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PART B: A decision is withheld on the fol lowing matters: 

1 .  Figure 2 - Population, employment and household allocations table, but only as it relates 
to rows and columns for Pickering and Durham for lands within the 2051 Urban 
Expansions Areas overlay, that overlap with Min ister's Zoning Order 1 02/72, outl ined in 
red in  Appendix 1 .  

2 .  Figure 9 - Intensification targets table , but only as it relates to rows and columns for 
Pickering and Durham. 

3.  Pol icy 5.7.8 b) in i ts entirety. 

4. Map 1 ,  but only as it relates to lands in the City of P ickering , that are within the 2051 
Urban Area Expansions overlay, that overlap with Minister's Zoning Order 1 02/72. 
outlined in red in Appendix 1 .  

5. Maps 2a, 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d, 3e and 4 of the Official Plan, but only as they relate to the 2051 
Urban Expansion Areas overlay and Urban Area in the City of Pickering, that overlap  
with Minister's Zoning Order 1 02/72, outlined in red in  Appendix 1 .  

Dated at Toronto this _r__J.__ day of Jkpkw.1.,vi_ . 2024 

Hannah Evans, Assistant DeputyMinister 
Municipal Services Division 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
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Appendix 1 
(Minis,ter's Decision on Durham Region Official Pl!an) 
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234-2024-4229 

 

September 3, 2024 

John Henry 
Regional Chair and CEO 
Regional Municipality of Durham 
605 Rossland Road East, 
Whitby, Ontario, 
L1N 6A3 
john.henry@durham.ca 
 
 
Re: Region of Durham 2023 Official Plan 
MMAH File No.: 18-OP-237796 
 

Dear Chair Henry, 
 
I am pleased to inform you that the Durham Regional Official Plan was approved in part, 
with modifications, on September 3, 2024, and is now in effect.   
 
A decision has been deferred on policies and mapping for the northeast Pickering urban 
expansion lands in the Durham Regional Official Plan that overlap with O. Reg 102/72.  
Moreover, I have not made a decision on the proposed MZO amendment to O. Reg 
102/72 at this time.   
 
The deferral of a decision on the lands in Northeast Pickering is intended to allow time 
for Durham Region, the City of Pickering and Indigenous communities to work together 
to review the concerns raised by Indigenous communities regarding future development 
of the northeast Pickering lands and discuss any possible solutions for a path forward. 
 
The approval of the majority of the Durham Regional Official Plan will allow for planning 
processes outside of northeast Pickering to move forward, and for lower-tier 
municipalities to proceed with updating their local official plans.  
 

…/2 

 
-2- 

Ministry of  Ministère des 
Municipal Affairs Affaires municipales  
and Housing   et du Logement   
  
Office of the Minister Bureau du ministre 
  
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor  777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto ON  M7A 2J3  Toronto (Ontario)  M7A 2J3 
Tel.: 416 585-7000   Tél. : 416 585-7000 
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Staff at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing will follow up with your staff to set 
up one-on-one meetings with the Region, the City and Indigenous communities on next 
steps.  I am confident that the Region and the City will aim to work expeditiously 
towards finding a path forward on these matters.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Hon. Paul Calandra 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
 
 
cc: Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Hannah Evans, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Elaine Baxter-Trahair, Chief Administrative Officer, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Brian Bridgeman, Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development, Regional 
Municipalityof Durham 

 Collen Goodchild, Director of Planning, Regional Municipality of Durham 
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            234-2024-4239   
           

September 3, 2024 

John Henry 
Regional Chair and CEO 
Regional Municipality of Durham 
john.henry@durham.ca 

Dear Chair Henry: 

Concurrent with my decision on the Durham Region Official Plan, and in response to the 
Region’s request for a major transit station area with a lower density target to implement A 
Place to Grow: the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (A Place to Grow), I am 
pleased to inform you that your request for a lower major transit station area density target has 
been approved. 

While A Place to Grow prioritizes intensification and higher densities to make efficient use of 
land and infrastructure, the government also understands that there can be local constraints to 
density and intensification. Policy 2.2.4.4 of A Place to Grow states that the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing may permit lower major transit station area density targets under 
certain circumstances. As such, and in response to local needs, your request for a lower density 
target of 25 people and jobs per hectare has been approved for the existing Oshawa GO/VIA 
Station. 

I look forward to working with you and your Council on the implementation of the Region’s new 
Official Plan. 

Yours sincerely, 

Hon. Paul Calandra 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

c. Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Hannah Evans, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Elaine Baxter-Trahair, CAO 
Brian Bridgeman, Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Collen Goodchild, Director of Planning 

Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing   

Office of the Minister 

777 Bay Street, 17th Floor   
Toronto ON M7A 2J3 
Tel.: 416 585-7000    

Ministère des 
Affaires municipales 
et du Logement   

Bureau du ministre 

777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto ON M7A 2J3 
Tél. : 416 585-7000 
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Information Report 

From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2024-INFO-57 
Date: September 13, 2024 

Subject: 

Envision Durham – Provincial Decision on the new Regional Official Plan, File: D12-01 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform Council members of the provincial decision to 
approve Envision Durham, the new Regional Official Plan (ROP), in part, with 77 
modifications and a non-decision for mapping and policies related to the northeast 
Pickering urban area expansion lands. 

1.2 On September 3, 2024, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) 
released its decision to modify and approve in part the new ROP (see Attachments 
#1 and #2). The provincial notice and decision were published in the Environmental 
Registry of Ontario under ERO #019-7195, which was also posted to the Region’s 
project web page at durham.ca/EnvisionDurham. In addition, notice of the provincial 
decision has been communicated through social media channels, via a news 
release, and to every person who has registered to be on the Envision Durham 
Interested Parties List (over 800 individuals). 
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2. Background 

2.1 Regional Council’s adoption of Envision Durham on May 17, 2023, was the 
culmination of work completed through a highly consultative Municipal 
Comprehensive Review (MCR) process. 

2.2 Following Council's consideration and adoption of the new ROP, the official plan 
document and supporting records were submitted to MMAH for review and approval 
on June 1, and deemed complete by provincial staff on June 27, 2023. 

2.3 On June 21, 2023, the Minister suspended the 120-day review period for the 
adopted ROP and posted the document to the Environmental Registry of Ontario for 
a 60-day comment period, from June 21 to August 20, 2023, to gather public and 
stakeholder feedback. Comments submitted directly to the province through the 
registry are now publicly available here. 

2.4 Since that time, Regional staff have worked with provincial staff to consider 
modifications to the new ROP from ongoing Official Plan Amendments, Ontario 
Land Tribunal decisions and/or technical housekeeping refinements. 

2.5 On May 6, 2024, Regional staff received MMAH's Draft Decision on the new ROP 
which included an invitation to review and provide comments. Regional planning 
staff provided initial comments on the Draft Decision and proposed modifications on 
May 15, and a final response on June 27, 2024 (see Attachment #3). Throughout 
this post-adoption process, staff’s approach has been to obtain approval of the new 
OP in a form as close as possible to what was adopted by Regional Council on May 
17, 2023. 

3. Summary of the Province’s September 3rd Decision on the new ROP 

Modifications (Part A) 

3.1 The Minister’s decision on the new ROP contains 77 modifications. These 
modifications (sometimes referred to as mods) largely reflect those provided within 
MMAH’s Draft Decision from May 6, 2024. Of these modifications: 

a. Regional staff did not have any concerns with 56 mods (1, 3-5, 7-14, 16-17, 
18-20, 23, 25, 27-33, 36-44, 47, 52-54, 55-60, 63-67, 69, 72-73, 75-77). 
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• Generally, the purpose of these modifications was to revise certain 
policies for clarity and to be more consistent with applicable provincial 
plans and policies. This includes identifying the Oshawa GO/VIA station 
as a Protected Major Transit Station Area (PMTSA), while establishing a 
lower minimum density target to reflect land use constraints, as well as 
Regionally-requested modifications that reflect changes in legislation to 
reinstate lands into the Greenbelt Plan and to re-establish the Duffins 
Rouge Agricultural Preserve Act. 

b. Provincial staff amended 17 of the proposed mods that were provided on May 
6, 2024, based on Regional staff’s comments on the Draft Decision (2, 6, 15, 
21-22, 24, 34-35, 45-46, 49-51, 61, 70-71, 74). 

• Minor refinements to Provincial modifications recommended by the 
Region, and approved by the Minister, include updated references to 
“inter-regional” transit (i.e. GO Bus); new text for Policy 8.4.12; updates to 
Table 1 related to requirements for a “Transportation Impact Study”; and, 
several suggested revisions to be consistent with formatting with the rest 
of the ROP. 

c. The final Decision added one new mod (26), which Regional staff have no 
concerns with. 

• This mod added a new sub-section to Policy 6.2.8 to ensure that non-
agricultural uses in Prime Agricultural Areas, within the Greenbelt Area, 
are limited to those permitted by the applicable provincial plans. 

3.2 Of the 74 modifications above, 22 were requested by Regional staff to ensure the 
new ROP is as complete and up-to-date as possible at the time of Ministerial 
approval. However, the Minister’s decision did not address the following five 
modification requests from the Region: 

a. Expansion to the delineated boundary of the Thornton’s Corners PMTSA in 
Oshawa (see requested Mod XI in Attachment #3); 

b. Addition of 123 Regional Highway 47 within “Rural Employment Area #2” in 
Uxbridge to enhance clarity and support the implementation of Policy 10.4.25 
(see requested Mod XIII in Attachment #3); and 

c. Three amendments to facilitate the Region’s approval and the City’s 
implementation of the Columbus Part II Plan in Oshawa (see requested Mods 
XIV-XVI in Attachment #3). 

Page 46 of 75



 Page 4 of 7 

3.3 In addition, notwithstanding the modifications identified in paragraph 3.1, three 
modifications approved within the final Decision were not supported by the Region, 
as follows: 

a. Modification 48 – to delete Policy 8.4.11 in its entirety.  [Policy 8.4.11 stated 
“Encourage MTO to construct the Highway 407 interchanges at Westney 
Road, Salem Road and Thornton Road, Highway 412 interchange at Rossland 
Road, and complete the Highway 401/Lake Ridge Road interchange, which 
were approved in the Highway 407 East Environmental Assessment study but 
deferred from initial construction”.] 

• On June 26, 2024, Durham Regional Council endorsed the Planning and 
Economic Development Committee motion stating that “Durham Region 
request the province to reinstate the policy encouraging the construction 
of an interchange at Highway 412 and Rossland Road in the Regional 
Official Plan”. A copy of the Planning and Economic Development 
Committee’s Minutes from June 4, 2024, was provided to the Province. 

b. Modification 62 vi) – to delete an enlarged boundary for “Rural Employment 
Area #2” (Uxville) in Uxbridge as requested by Regional Council, and replace it 
with the former/current boundary. 

• The additional land which Council sought to have added to Uxville is in 
the Protected Countryside Area of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation 
Plan. While Regional planning staff offered background and rationale for 
MMAH staff to consider an expansion, the Decision does not explain why 
the requested expansion was not approved. 

c. Modification 68 ii) – to replace “Future Interchange” in the legend of Map 3b 
(Road Network) with the words “Conceptual Future Interchange”. 

• Staff accept that the term "Conceptual Future Interchange" might be 
justified for interchanges that do not currently have Environmental 
Assessment (EA) approval by MTO and are not identified in their current 
plans, including the following locations: 

a) Highway 401/Prestonvale Road 
b) Highway 401/Lambs Road 
c) Highway 407/Cochrane Street 
d) Highway 407/Townline Road 
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• However, it is staff’s view that the term "Future Interchange" should 
continue to be used as a designation for interchanges that are included in 
the 407 East EA study, but were deferred from Phase 1 construction, or 
are part of the Seaton MOU agreements. These are no longer 
“conceptual” interchanges but have had preliminary design work 
conducted and a need/justification as part of those studies, and in the 
case of the 407 East EA study, led by MTO. “Future Interchange” would 
encompass interchanges at the following locations: 

a) 407 ETR/Peter Matthews Drive 
b) Highway 407/Westney Road 
c) Highway 407/Salem Road 
d) Highway 407/Thornton Road 
e) Highway 412/Rossland Road 

Deferred Decision (Part B) 

3.4 A decision has been deferred on policies and mapping for the northeast Pickering 
urban expansion lands in the new ROP that overlap with O. Reg 102/72 (i.e. the 
Federal Airport Lands MZO). Moreover, the Minister has not yet made a decision on 
the proposed MZO amendment to O. Reg 102/72, as detailed in Report #2024-P-13. 

3.5 According to the Minister’s letter to Chair Henry dated September 3, 2024 (see 
Attachment #4), the deferral of a decision on the lands in northeast Pickering is 
intended to allow time for the Region, the City of Pickering and Indigenous 
communities to work together to review the concerns raised by Indigenous 
communities regarding future development of the northeast Pickering lands and 
discuss any possible solutions for a path forward. Outreach and engagement with 
Indigenous communities, and specifically the comments, discussions and iterative 
policy revisions undertaken in collaboration with the Mississaugas of Scugog Island 
First Nation that led to the recommended ROP, are detailed in paragraphs 6.8 to 
6.15 of Report #2023-P-15. 

3.6 Notwithstanding the deferral of northeast Pickering, the approval of the majority of 
the new ROP will allow for development proposals that have been held in abeyance 
pending approval of the new OP elsewhere in the Region to move forward, and for 
the Region’s area municipalities to proceed with updating their area official plans. 
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4. Previous Reports and Decisions 

4.1 The provincial Notice of Decision dated September 3, 2024, regarding the approval 
of the new ROP was published in the September 6th Council Information Package 
(CIP). 

4.2 Correspondence between MMAH and the Region, including the province’s Draft 
Decision from May 6, 2023, and the Region’s preliminary and second submissions 
to provincial staff were published in CIPs on May 10th, May 31st, and July 5th, 2023, 
respectively.

4.3 Since 2019, over 35 reports on various aspects of the Envision Durham process 
have been prepared by Regional planning staff.  The process has been highly 
collaborative and transparent. A list of previous reports and decisions related to the 
Envision Durham MCR is available on the project web page within the  
Document library. 

5. Relationship to Strategic Plan 

5.1 This report and the approval of the new ROP aligns with/addresses all the strategic 
goals and priorities in the Durham Region Strategic Plan. 

6. Conclusion and Next Steps 

6.1 The new Durham Regional Official Plan, as modified and approved in part by the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, came into effect on September 3, 2024. 
The Planning Act specifies that the decision of the Minister regarding an official plan 
adopted in accordance with section 26 of the Planning Act is final and not subject to 
appeal. 

6.2 Ministerial approval of the new ROP will support the continuation of service and 
infrastructure planning to facilitate mandated levels of growth while supporting 
Durham’s eight area municipalities as they initiate their own Official Plan Reviews. 

6.3 A copy of this report, along with the provincial “Notice of Decision”, will be posted to 
the project web page at durham.ca/EnvisionDurham. Once Regional staff have 
updated the approved ROP with the final modifications and deferral, the new ROP 
will also be posted to the project web page and circulated to our area municipalities. 
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7. Attachments

Attachment #1: Provincial Notice of Decision 

Attachment #2: Provincial Decision 

Attachment #3: Regional Response to MMAH’s Proposed Modifications to the 
Durham Regional Official Plan (Second Submission)

Attachment #4: Letter from Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Paul 
Calandra to Regional Chair Henry, September 3, 2024 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP, PLE 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 
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If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564. 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Report 

To: Planning and Economic Development Committee 
From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2024-P-15 
Date: October 1, 2024 

Subject: 

Durham Region Profile – Demographics and Socio-Economic Data, File: D01-04 

Recommendation: 

That the Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends: 

That this report be received for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The Durham Region Profile is a comprehensive collection of demographic and 
socio-economic data for Durham Region, with comparative information on the 
broader geographic areas of the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) and 
the province of Ontario. Published approximately every five years, this is the fifth 
edition of the Profile, which was first published in 2001. 

1.2 The Statistics Canada 2021 Census is the central source of information for the 
Durham Profile. Census data was collected by Statistics Canada in the Spring of 
2021 and released in several data sets between 2022 and 2023. The Census is 
conducted across Canada every five years. 

1.3 Other sources used in the Profile include: Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation, and data collected by 
the Durham Region Planning Division. The full list of data sources is provided on 
page 39 of the technical report (Attachment #2). All Durham Region sources are 
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available at www.durham.ca/planning, including the Durham Region Business Count
(2023), Durham Region Monitoring Growth Trends Report (2024), and Envision 
Durham, the new Durham Regional Official Plan (September 2024). 

1.4 The purpose of the Profile is to present key demographic and socio-economic 
information on Durham Region that is of interest to the general public, business 
community, and various levels of government. 

2. Previous Reports and Decisions 

2.1 Statistics Canada made Census data publicly available over a series of seven data 
releases. The Durham Region Planning Division reported on each of the data 
releases separately in the following information reports: 

• 2022-INFO-31 – 2021 Census of Population – Population and Dwelling Counts 
(Release 1) 

• 2022-INFO-77 – 2021 Census of Population – Age, Gender, and Dwelling 
Type (Release 2) 

• 2022-INFO-79 – 2021 Census of Population – Families, Households, Marital 
Status, and Income (Release 3) 

• 2022-INFO-80 – 2021 Census of Population – Language (Release 4) 

• 2022-INFO-98 – 2021 Census of Population – Indigenous Peoples and 
Housing Portrait (Release 5) 

• 2022-INFO-102 – 2021 Census of Population – Citizenship and Immigration, 
Ethnocultural and Religious Composition, Mobility and Migration (Release 6) 

• 2023-INFO-04 – 2021 Census of Population – Education and Employment 
(Release 7) 

3. Overview of the Durham Region Profile 

3.1 The Profile is divided into six key categories: population; social characteristics; 
households; employment; income and education; and agriculture. The Regional 
Planning Division reported on each of these categories as Census data was 
released by Statistics Canada. The data included in the Durham Profile reports on 
key factors that go beyond those releases. The following summarizes key trends 
and statistics for the Region: 
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https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2022/2022-INFO-77.pdf
https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2022/2022-INFO-79.pdf
https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2022/2022-INFO-80.pdf
https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2022/2022-INFO-98.pdf
https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2022/2022-INFO-102.pdf
https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/CIP-Reports/CIP-Reports-2023/2023-INFO-04.pdf
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• Durham’s population has increased significantly, from 247,473 in 1976 to 
696,992 at the time of the 2021 census1. The population at the end of 2023 
was estimated to be 753,090. Over 83 per cent of population growth between 
2018 and 2023 was through immigration; 

• The proportion of residents 65 years of age and older increased from 14.4 per 
cent in 2016 to 15.9 per cent in 2021; 

• Durham’s population is increasing in diversity, with approximately 36.3 per 
cent of residents identifying as a visible minority, an increase from 27.1 per 
cent in 2016; 

• In 2023, the average cost of a resale home was $936,0322, and the average 
monthly rent was $1,6073; 

• In 2023, there were approximately 210,038 jobs and 12,718 businesses in 
Durham4; 

• The prevalence of low income5 was lower in Durham (6.6 per cent) in contrast 
to Ontario (10.1 per cent); and 

• There were 1,200 farms reported in Durham in 2021, and over a third of farms 
in Durham are 130 acres or more in size. 

3.2 The information is presented in a variety of formats to suit a broad range of users, 
including an infographic summary of key statistics (Attachment #1), and a technical 
report with detailed appended tables (Attachment #2). 

4. Relationship to Strategic Plan 

4.1 The Durham Region Profile supports the corporate value of Innovation through a 
commitment to ongoing research, knowledge exchange, and continuous quality 
improvement. This report aligns with/addresses the following strategic goals and 
priorities in the Durham region Strategic Plan: 

 
1 This figure does not include an estimate of the Census net undercoverage, which accounts for factors 
such as missed enumeration and processing errors. 
2 Toronto Real Estate Board (TREB) Market Watch.
3 Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), Rental Market Survey Data Tables. 
4 Durham Region Planning Division, 2023 Business Count. 
5 For the 2021 Census, Statistics Canada defined prevalence of low-income as the position of an economic 
family (or a person 15 years of age and over not in an economic family) in relation to Statistics Canada’s 
low-income measure after tax (LIM-AT).
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• Goal 5.3 – Demonstrate commitment to continuous quality improvement and 
communicating results.

5. Conclusion 

5.1 The Profile was prepared by the Planning and Economic Development Department 
in consultation with various departments including: Health, Social Services, Works, 
Finance, Transit, Police Services, Corporate Communications, and the CAO’s 
Office. 

5.2 The 2021 Census of Population was the central source of information for the 
Durham Region Profile. It should be noted that the Census took place during the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic. During this unprecedented time, there were 
numerous government-mandated measures in place to limit the spread of the 
pandemic, such as province-wide lockdowns, that resulted in anomalies in social, 
economic, and demographic data collected during the 2021 Census. As such, many 
indicators, such as, employment, income, and commuting habits—while 
representative of the snapshot in time—may not be a true representation of 
demographic and socio-economic realities post pandemic. For example, many 
employees shifted to remote work while lockdowns were in place and did not 
commute to their usual place of work. Since the lifting of such measures, many 
employees have returned to their usual place of work in varying formats, suggesting 
that the data collected during the Census may not necessarily represent actual 
commuting habits today. Future Census of population data will provide a greater 
understanding of the temporary and lasting impacts and shifts in demographics 
resulting from the pandemic. 

5.3 The Durham Profile includes the most recently available data from the 
Transportation Tomorrow Survey (TTS) conducted in 2016. Data from the 2022 TTS 
is not available at the time this report is being published. The Durham Profile will be 
updated once this data is available. 

5.4 The Durham Region Profile (infographic summary and technical report) will be 
publicly available on the Region’s website. An online dashboard will also be updated 
with data from this edition of the Durham Region Profile. Limited printed copies of 
the infographic summary will also be available from the Planning and Economic 
Development Department. Information on how to access the Profile will be shared 
with the area municipalities, school boards, and public libraries. 
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6. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Durham Region Profile - Infographic Summary

Attachment #2: Durham Region Profile - Technical Report (online)

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP, PLE 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 

Recommended for Presentation to Committee 

Original signed by 

Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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https://icreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca/11111068_DurhamRegion/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Attachment-1---DurhamProfile_Final-Infographic_Accessible.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficreate7.esolutionsgroup.ca%2F11111068_DurhamRegion%2Fen%2Fliving-here%2Fresources%2FDocuments%2FAttachment-2---DRP-Technical-Report-and-Appendices.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CDebbie.Brideau%40Durham.ca%7C54b2e32e55724ecea7ca08dcd96beaeb%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C638624304736559215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6W7nLAoWhLJ8jM4haYO3ISUNuI%2Fw%2FuxYAAI23ukXaaw%3D&reserved=0
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