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Health 
Department 

Interoffice Memorandum 

Date:  February 21, 2025 

To:  Health & Social Services Committee 

From:  Dr. Robert Kyle 

Subject: Health Information Update – February 17, 2025 

Please find attached the latest links to health information from the Health 
Department and other key sources that you may find of interest. Links may 
need to be copied and pasted directly in your web browser to open, including 
the link below. 
You may also wish to browse the online Health Department Reference Manual 
available at Board of Health Manual, which is continually updated. 
Boards of health are required to “superintend, provide or ensure the provision 
of the health programs and services required by the [Health Protection and 
Promotion] Act and the regulations to the persons who reside in the health unit 
served by the board” (section 4, clause a, HPPA). In addition, medical officers 
of health are required to “[report] directly to the board of health on issues 
relating to public health concerns and to public health programs and services 
under this or any other Act” (sub-section 67.(1), HPPA). 
Accordingly, the Health Information Update is a component of the Health 
Department’s ‘Accountability Framework’, which also may include program and 
other reports, Health Plans, Quality Enhancement Plans, Durham Health 
Check-Ups, business plans and budgets; provincial performance indicators and 
targets, monitoring, compliance audits and assessments; RDPS certification; 
and accreditation by Accreditation Canada. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

R.J. Kyle, BSc, MD, MHSc, CCFP, FRCPC, FACPM 
Commissioner & Medical Officer of Health 
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UPDATES FOR HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
February 17, 2025 

Health Department Media Releases/Publications 
tinyurl.com/yc7hs6rk 
• Health Department releases report on solar ultraviolet radiation in Durham Region 

(Feb 6) 

tinyurl.com/bde5zy5r 
• Consider going alcohol free for Dry February (Feb 14) 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

Employment and Social Development Canada 
tinyurl.com/4hxavrun 
• Helping health care and social service professionals focus on patients, not student 

loan debt (Feb 14) 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 
tinyurl.com/3f2x92ss 
• Cutting pollution and building a strong economy for the future: Canada’s 2035 

commitment under the Paris Agreement (Feb 12) 

Health Canada 
tinyurl.com/477b46jz 
• First of their kind Guidelines Provide Recommendations for Treating Mood and 

Anxiety Disorders in Pregnancy and Postpartum (Feb 12) 

tinyurl.com/zf3nsmhp 
• Government of Canada Provides $1.7 million to Improve Access to Sexual and 

Reproductive Health Services (Feb 13) 

tinyurl.com/y3p6bcwa 
• Government of Canada takes further action to address fentanyl precursor 

chemicals (Feb 14) 

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
tinyurl.com/4ruhnan6 
• Government of Canada launches Canadian Genomics Strategy to drive innovation 

and foster economic growth (Feb 6) 

Prime Minister’s Office 
tinyurl.com/247rz4ay 
• Prime Minister announces the appointment of Canada’s new Fentanyl Czar 

(Feb 11) 

Public Health Agency of Canada 
tinyurl.com/2tth8wju 
• Statement from the Council of Chief Medical Officers of Health on Addressing the 

Growing Concern of Syphilis in Canada (Feb 14) 
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Public Safety Canada 
tinyurl.com/yjk44wnb 
• Federal, Provincial, and Territorial Ministers meet to discuss border security, 

fentanyl, and organized crime (Feb 13) 

Transport Canada 
tinyurl.com/3tppbn4h 
• Transport Canada strengthens safety by adding new cameras to school buses 

(Feb 3) 

tinyurl.com/2fnfnj38 
• Transport Canada makes vehicle safety recall information more accessible to 

Canadians (Feb 10) 

GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO 

Premier’s Office 
tinyurl.com/nhzd63jw 
• Ontario Election to be Held on February 27 (Jan 28) 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Canadian Cancer Society 
tinyurl.com/yc4hku3u 
• New Canadian Cancer Society survey reveals working-age Canadians fear a 

cancer diagnosis would rob them of a stable financial future (Feb 4) 

Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety 
tinyurl.com/35wurakx 
• New Plain Language Toolkit Helps Workplaces to Spell It Out for Safety (Feb 11) 

Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction 
tinyurl.com/2n979xr5 
• Statement: Public health and safety key to addressing fentanyl crisis (Feb 6) 

Canadian Ophthalmological Society 
tinyurl.com/5h8f589y 
• Serious eye disease Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD) recognized with 

official awareness month: Canadian Ophthalmological Society (Feb 4) 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
tinyurl.com/n8r7bx3t 
• Canada and FCM Invest $30 million to build resilient communities (Feb 13) 

Heart and Stroke Foundation 
tinyurl.com/5y2u27dj 
• Heart & Stroke report: More people surviving congenital heart disease and living 

longer (Feb 4) 
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tinyurl.com/467rh8rr 
• Ontario’s Future at Heart (Feb 10) 

IC/ES 
tinyurl.com/mem2xf7y 
• Contribution of cannabis use disorder to new cases of schizophrenia has almost 

tripled over the past 17 years (Feb 2) 

Quebec Coalition for Tobacco Control 
tinyurl.com/yvrammvw 
• New data shows a third of teenagers vape while time is running out to finalize 

flavours reg (Feb 12) 

Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario 
tinyurl.com/46mdfe6x 
• Ontario election: Nurses demand action on the nursing crisis, the erosion of public 

health care, and the root causes of poor health (Feb 4) 

The Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada 
tinyurl.com/bdfmde8w 
• SOGC Marks Sexual and Reproductive Health Awareness Week: Protecting 

Women’s Rights in Health Care (Feb 10) 
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Department of Administration 
1593 Four Mile Creek Road 
P.O. Box 100, Virgil, ON  L0S 1T0 
905-468-3266   •   Fax: 905-468-2959 

www.notl.com 

 

 
February 13, 2025

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau
Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

EMAIL: justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca

Dear Prime Minister,

RE: Request the Redistribution of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to 
Municipalities for Sustainable Infrastructure Funding

Please be advised that at its meeting of January 28, 2025, Council of the Town of 
Niagara on-the-Lake adopted the following resolution:

Whereas municipalities face growing infrastructure needs, including roads, bridges, 
public transit, water systems, and other critical services, which are essential to 
community well-being and economic development; and 

Whereas the current sources of municipal revenue, including property taxes and user 
fees, are insufficient to meet these increasing demands for infrastructure investment; 
and 

Whereas the Province of Ontario currently collects the Land Transfer Tax (LTT) on 
property transactions in municipalities across the province, generating significant 
revenue that is not directly shared with municipalities; and 

Whereas the Federal Government collects the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on 
property transactions, a portion of which could be directed to municipalities to address 
local infrastructure needs; and 

Whereas redistributing a portion of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to 
municipalities would provide a predictable and sustainable source of funding for local 
infrastructure projects without creating a new tax burden on residents or homebuyers; 
and 

Whereas a redistribution of a portion of the existing Land Transfer Tax and GST would 
allow municipalities to better plan and invest in long-term infrastructure initiatives, 
supporting local economic growth and improving the quality of life for residents; 

1. Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That Niagara-on-the-Lake Town 
Council formally requests the Provincial Government to consider redistributing a 
portion of the Land Transfer Tax collected on property transactions to municipalities; 
and

First Capital of Upper Canada - 1792 
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2. Be It Further Resolved That Niagara-on-the-Lake Town Council calls on the
Federal Government to allocate a percentage of the GST collected on property sales to
municipalities; and

3. Be It Further Resolved That this redistribution of the Land Transfer Tax and GST
should be structured to provide predictable and sustainable funding to municipalities,
allowing for better long-term planning and investment in infrastructure projects that
benefit local communities, thus ensuring that local governments receive a fair share of
the revenue to address critical infrastructure needs; and

4. Be It Further Resolved That copies of this resolution be forwarded to Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, Premier Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, local Members of Parliament (MPs) and
Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs); and

5. Be It Further Resolved That copies of this resolution be forwarded to all 444
Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their endorsement and advocacy

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact our office at 
905-468-3266.

Sincerely, 

Grant Bivol 
Town Clerk

c.c. Ontario Minister of Finance Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy - Minister.fin@ontario.ca
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Hon. Paul Calandra - minister.mah@ontario.ca 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities - Info@fcm.ca  
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario - resolutions@amo.on.ca  
All local Members of Parliament (MPs)
All local Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs)
All 444 Municipalities of Ontario
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Resolut ion  of  Counc il
Monday, February 10, 2025

Oral Motion

“THAT Council supports the Town of Halton Hills Resolution No. 2025-0010 regarding the
Sovereignty of Canada.”

Moved by Wendy Brunetta, Seconded by Steven Maki, Motion Carried by Council.

WHEREAS President Trump has suggested that with the use of “economic force” such as tariffs,
Canada should become the 51st state of the United States, and further he suggests that many
Canadians would agree;

AND WHEREAS Canada is a sovereign nation with a peaceful history of self-governance dating to its
Confederation in 1867;

AND WHEREAS the Canadian identity is marked by a deep-rooted pride in its heritage and culture
founded by French and British settlement, enriched by Indigenous culture and traditions, and by more
than a century and a half of multicultural immigration;

AND WHEREAS Canada has significant global standing, consistently supporting its allies, including the
United States, in global conflicts such as two world wars, and wars in Korea and Afghanistan; and in
international coalitions and in being consistently recognized as among the top countries in the world for
quality of life; 

AND WHEREAS the shared history of the United States and Canada has been one of friendship,
respect, and neighbourly relations;

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Council of the Town of Fort Frances categorically rejects
any efforts by incoming President Trump or any others to undermine the sovereignty of Canada. We
stand united with our Ontario Premier Doug Fort and our Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for a
Canada that remains strong, free, independent, and characterized by peace, order, and good
government.

AND FURTHER THAT the Mayor prepare correspondence containing this resolution for circulation to
the office of the American president through our Canadian diplomatic channels with copies to The
Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister, The Honourable Melanie Joly, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, MP Michael Chong, Premier Doug Ford, The Honourable Vic Fedeli, Minister of Economic
Development, Job Creation and Trade of Ontario, MPP Ted Arnott, Leaders of the Opposition Parties,
AMO, FCM, and all municipalities in Ontario.
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From: Clerks <Clerks@tillsonburg.ca> 
Sent: February 18, 2025 3:36 PM 
To: Clerks <Clerks@tillsonburg.ca> 
Subject: Tillsonburg Town Council Decision Letter February 10, 2025 - Request for the redistribution 
of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to municipalities for Sustainable Infrastructure Funding 

You don't often get email from clerks@tillsonburg.ca. Learn why this is important 

⚠C️AUTION: This email is from an external source. Verify sender before opening links and attachments.⚠️ 

Hello, 

At the February 10, 2025, meeting of Tillsonburg Town Council, a resolution was passed 
requesting the redistribution of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to 
Municipalities for Sustainable Infrastructure Funding. Please see below for your review: 

Resolution # 2025-059 
Moved By: Deputy Mayor Beres 
Seconded By: Councillor Spencer 
Whereas municipalities face growing infrastructure needs, including roads, bridges, 
public transit, water systems, and other critical services, which are essential to 
community well-being and economic development; and 
Whereas the current sources of municipal revenue, including property taxes and user 
fees, are insufficient to meet these increasing demands for infrastructure investment; 
and 
Whereas the Province of Ontario currently collects the Land Transfer Tax (LTT) on 
property transactions in municipalities across the province, generating significant 
revenue that is not directly shared with municipalities; and 
Whereas the Federal Government collects the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on property 
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transactions, a portion of which could be directed to municipalities to address local 
infrastructure needs; and 
Whereas redistributing a portion of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to 
municipalities would provide a predictable and sustainable source of funding for local 
infrastructure projects without creating a new tax burden on residents or homebuyers; 
and 
Whereas a redistribution of a portion of the existing Land Transfer Tax and GST would 
allow municipalities to better plan and invest in long-term infrastructure initiatives, 
supporting local economic growth and improving the quality of life for residents; 

1. Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That Tillsonburg Town Council formally 
requests the Provincial Government to consider redistributing a portion of the 
Land Transfer Tax collected on property transactions to municipalities; and 

2. Be It Further Resolved That Tillsonburg Town Council calls on the Federal 
Government to allocate a percentage of the GST collected on property sales to 
municipalities; and 

3. Be It Further Resolved That this redistribution of the Land Transfer Tax and GST 
should be structured to provide predictable and sustainable funding to 
municipalities, allowing for better long-term planning and investment in 
infrastructure projects that benefit local communities, thus ensuring that local 
governments receive a fair share of the revenue to address critical infrastructure 
needs; and 

4. Be It Further Resolved That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Prime 
Minister's Office, the Premier of Ontario's Office, the Ontario Minister of Finance, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, local Members of Parliament (MPs) 
and Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs); and 

5. Be It Further Resolved That copies of this resolution be forwarded to all 444 
Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and 
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their endorsement and 
advocacy. 

Carried 

Regards, 

Amelia Jaggard 
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Deputy Clerk 

Town of Tillsonburg 

10 Lisgar Ave 

Tillsonburg, ON N4G 5A5 

Phone: 519-688-3009 Ext. 4041 

Ranked one of “Canada’s Top 25 Communities to Live and Work Remotely” (Maclean’s 2021 Best 
Communities) 

www.Tillsonburg.ca 

www.DiscoverTillsonburg.ca 

www.Facebook.com/TillsonburgON 

DISCLAIMER:  This E-mail contains legally privileged information intended only for the individual or entity named in the message.  If the 
reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited.  If this communication was received 
in error, please notify us by reply E-mail and delete the original message. 

P Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

9-1-1 MANAGEMENT BOARD 

February 11, 2025 

A regular meeting of the 9-1-1 Management Board was held in Meeting Room 1-A, 
Regional Municipality of Durham Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby, at 
1:03 PM.  Electronic participation was permitted for this meeting. 

1. Roll Call 

Present: G. O’Blenes, Durham Regional Police 
 R. Cowan, Deputy Fire Coordinator* 
 B. Garrod, Durham Regional Council 

 M. Simpson, Director of Risk Management, Economic Studies and 
Procurement, Durham Region* 

 W. Spindler, Oshawa Central Ambulance Communications Centre* 
 J. Wichman, Communications/9-1-1 Technical Manager 
 *denotes members of the Committee participated electronically 

Also 
Present: Regional Chair Henry 
 A. Cowan, Acting Inspector, 9-1-1 Communications Unit* 
 A. Naeem, Solicitor, Legal Department 

Absent: T. Cheseboro, Region of Durham Paramedic Services 
 S. Boyd, Fire & Emergency Services (R. Cowan, Deputy Fire Coordinator, 

attended in his place) 

Staff 
Present: R. Inacio, Systems Support Specialist, Corporate Services – IT 
 N. Prasad, Assistant Secretary to Council, Legislative Services Division – 

Corporate Services Department 

2. Appointment of Chair 

N. Prasad advised that in accordance with the provisions contained in the 9-1-
1 Joint Powers Agreement, it is required that a representative of either the 
Police or Fire Agencies Chair the meetings on a rotating annual basis. 

As the meetings were chaired by Fire Services in 2024, the 2025 meetings will 
be chaired by Police. 

Gord O’Blenes assumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
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9-1-1 Management Board - Minutes 
February 11, 2025 Page 2 of 4 

 

3. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest. 

4. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by J. Wichman, Seconded by M. Simpson, 
(1) That the minutes of the 9-1-1 Management Board meeting held on 

November 12, 2024, be adopted. 
CARRIED 

5. 9-1-1 Call Statistics 

J. Wichman provided the statistics on calls transferred from January to 
December 2024. He stated that there has been a decrease in wireless 
hangups which can be attributed to the resulting work from the Android update 
done in the summer of 2023. He advised that as a result of the public 
education from the Region as well as other Public Safety Answering Points 
(PSAPs) across Canada, there has been an overall reduction in call volume. 

J. Wichman stated that there is normally a five to seven percent increase 
yearly on the call volume.  He stated there was an increase of admin calls in 
2023 of 327,000 and in 2024 an increase of 345,000. He also stated that there 
has been a decrease of about 12,000 hangups from 2023 to 2024. 

J. Wichman stated he has had discussions with Bell 911 as well as the 
Greater Toronto Area PSAPs and they are all seeing a decrease in call 
volume. He advised that 9-1-1 calls decreased from 256,983 in 2023 to 
229,483 in 2024.  He stated that DRPS saw an increase in the administrative 
lines and calls for service from 2023 to 2024. 

J. Wichman advised he will continue to look into the reasons behind the 
decrease in calls. 

6. DRPS Update re: 9-1-1 System 

J. Wichman advised that since the last 9-1-1 Management Board meeting, 
there have been no major outages or issues with the 9-1-1 System. 

7. Confidential Matters 

There were no confidential matters. 

Other Departments - Comments/Concerns 

1. Comments/Concerns – Regional Council 

There were no comments. 
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9-1-1 Management Board - Minutes 
February 11, 2025 Page 3 of 4 

 

2. Comments/Concerns – Durham Police 

J. Wichman advised that the first evacuation of 2025 is scheduled for February 
13 to 15, 2025.  He stated that a real time operation centre is going into the 
building so there may be some disruption. He stated that they will be 
evacuating to the backup site, and that Bell 911 will be running a fibre cable 
from Taunton Road to the 4060 Anderson building to allow for entrance 
redundancy for engine 911 circuits. 

J. Wichman also advised that April 13 to 19, 2025 is National Public Safety 
Telecommunicator Week which is a week to celebrate the personnel in the 
911 Centres.  Regional Chair Henry requested that a letter be sent to his office 
to prepare an official proclamation of the week. 

J. Wichman further stated there are currently 12 PSAPs in Canada on the 
Next-Generation 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1) System and hopes to see an increase in that 
number. He advised there is no set date for the decommissioning of E9-1-1 
and that the date will most likely be announced March 3, 2025. 

Councillor Garrod expressed an interest in visiting the Call Centre during the 
National Public Safety Telecommunicator Week. 

3. Comments/Concerns – Fire Departments 

There were no comments. 

4. Comments/Concerns – Oshawa Central Ambulance Communications Centre 
(CACC)   

W. Spindler advised that renovations to the Centre is starting in the next 
couple weeks.  He advised that the CACC will be moving from eight consoles 
to ten which will allow for two more call takers on the floor as they transition to 
the Medical Priority Dispatch System (MPDS). 

W. Spindler also advised they have added to their leadership team, and now 
have five operations managers on board.  The goal is to have 24/7 
management oversight in the CACC as they transition to MPDS. 

W. Spindler also advised that the CACC transitioned to a telephony system on 
December 9, 2024 which gives more ability to split the workload between 
people.  The system is routed automatically to call takers depending on when 
they took their last call and gives the ability to pull data on how many calls 
have been taken and how long the calls were. 
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9-1-1 Management Board - Minutes 
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5. Comments/Concerns – Durham Finance 

M. Simpson advised that she has been working with J. Wichman on this year’s 
allocation for the NextGen 9-1-1 grant.  She advised that the orders are being 
processed and the reporting requirements are being met. 

M. Simpson also advised that the Region continues to support the work in 
bringing the new 9-1-1 system on board. 

6. Comments/Concerns – Region of Durham Paramedic Services 

T. Cheseboro was absent. 

8. Other Business 

There was no other business. 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

April 29, 2025 at 10 AM at the Regional Municipality of Durham Headquarters, 
605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

10. Adjournment 

Moved by M. Simpson, Seconded by Councillor Garrod, 
(8) That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 1:19 PM 

G. O’Blenes, Durham Regional Police 

N. Prasad, Assistant Secretary to 
Council 
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