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To: Planning and Economic Development Committee
From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development
Report: #2024-P-5

Date: January 9, 2024

Subject:

Durham Region’s Active Transportation Progress Report 2022-2023

Recommendation:
That the Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends:

That this report be received by Council for information.

Report:
1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to outline the progress made in implementing the
Region’s active transportation infrastructure initiatives. It also highlights the ways in
which the Regional Cycling Plan is currently being implemented. Attachment #1 to
this report is the “Active Transportation Progress Report 2022-2023” which provides
a more comprehensive overview of the various activities and accomplishment in an
easy-to-read, graphic-rich format.

2. Background

2.1 The Regional Cycling Plan (RCP) was updated in 2021. It focusses on actions and
initiatives to support the expansion and enhancement of a Region-wide cycling
network that is connected, accessible and comfortable for people of All Ages and
Abilities (AAA). It considers the unique trip types and preferences of those that live,
work, and play within Durham Region. The RCP identifies a Primary Cycling
Network (PCN) and the phased implementation of 162 km of cycling facilities to be
installed along the PCN by 2031, specifically along roads that are under the
Region’s jurisdiction.
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3. Summary of Progress on Implementing Primary Cycling Network Facilities
and Supportive Infrastructure in 2022-2023

3.1 Throughout 2022 and 2023, the Region has upgraded a series of existing routes
and added several new cycling facilities to provide increased separation between
cyclists and other road users to support different cycling trip types and comfort
levels. Implementing a range of cycling facilities helps improve connectivity and
comfort for a range of ages and abilities and further supports the Region’s
Vision Zero goals.

3.2 Atthe end of 2022, 21 km of the new short-term PCN routes had been
completed/constructed (see Figure 1). This amount exceeds the 8.5 km per year
originally projected to be completed when the updated RCP was adopted by Council

in 2021.
built in 2022 on Regional Roads
multi-use path 95 km
buffered paved shoulder 6.4 km
paved shoulder 51km

buffered bike lane
signed route
cycle track

bike lane
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Figure 1 — Kilometres of short term PCN routes by facility type implemented on
Regional Roads in 2022

3.3 In addition to the 21 km of completed/constructed cycling facilities, the Region has
the following projects in the cycling ‘pipeline’:

a. 19.5 km of cycling facilities with construction funding approved in the 2023
transportation capital plan are to be implemented as part of Regional roads
construction projects; and


https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/vision-zero.aspx#Vision-and-goal
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3.4

4.1

4.2

5.1

b. 3.5 km of standalone infill cycling facilities have been initiated for detailed
design in 2023.

The Region consistently reviews and updates proposed routes on an ongoing,
annual basis to help with accelerating the implementation of the network. Through
this approach, some segments identified in the RCP have been advanced ahead of
their proposed long-term phasing through other initiatives and additional funding
received through the Ontario Municipal Commuter Cycling (OMCC) Program.

a. For example, a 0.84 km portion of the proposed protected corridor segment
from Ritson Road and Wilson Road in Oshawa is now anticipated to be
completed between 2028-2032, significantly earlier than its originally
anticipated timeline.

Summary of Progress on Implementing Supportive Cycling Infrastructure in
2022-2023

The Region has installed cycling counters across the Region and conducts counts
annually during the summer for a one-week interval during peak cycling season,
which helps helps staff better understand the volume of network users and helps
determine locations for connectivity improvements.

. A weekly total of 400,492 cyclist counts was recorded during a one-week
interval in the summer of 2023 based on counter data collected at 296
locations across Durham.

The Region has installed 39 bicycle traffic signals and crossrides as well as 26
leading pedestrian interval signals at select signalized intersections within Durham,
to help make it safer and easier for people to walk and bike.

Other Active Transportation Achievements

In addition to expanding the cycling network, progress has been made on 20 of the
35 actions identified in the RCP (see Attachment #1). The following are some key
achievements:

a. Creating an e-scooter by-law and hosting an e-mobility demo at Regional
Headquarters where members of the public, regional staff, and other key
stakeholders could try e-scooters and e-bikes firsthand.
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6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

b.  Securing $100,000 in grant funding from the Federal Active Transportation
Fund (ATF) to initiate a Durham Cycling Wayfinding Signage Strategy and
Bicycle Parking Guideline.

c. Delivery of education campaigns for safe cycling and promotion of active
transportation through the Smart Mobility Durham program and Active and
Sustainable School Travel (ASST) programs.

d. Developing an internal interactive Active Transportation map viewer to help
track and monitor progress.

e. Incorporating costs for stand-alone (infill) cycling infrastructure into the
Region’s Works annual capital budget.

f. 367,314 social media impressions were made through Regional social media
posts about cycling and active transportation programs, initiatives and
infrastructure between 2022-2023, demonstrating how the Region continues to
expand awareness of sustainable transportation options and the benefits of
active transportation.

g. Procuring 7 iconic bike racks to install across the Region between 2021-2023,
demonstrating the Region’s commitment to cycling through the provision of
high-quality, secure end of trip facilities (pictures of these bike racks are
contained in Attachment #1).

Next Steps

Regional staff will continue to advance the implementation of short-term cycling
routes identified through the RCP and the Region’s nine-year capital budget and
forecast in 2024.

Regional staff will continue to coordinate with area municipal staff and other
partners to improve the monitoring and tracking of active transportation assets and
establish a set of indicators to improve evaluation and tracking of active
transportation infrastructure, amenities, and programs.

Planning staff will be working with a consultant to initiate the development of bicycle
parking guidelines beginning in Q3 of 2024.

Regional staff will report back to Council on the progress made annually to advance
active transportation and recommendations of the RCP.
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7.

7.1

8.1

9.1

9.2

10.

Previous Reports and Decisions

The RCP received approval in October 2021 through Report #2021-COW-26 and a
staff presentation was provided which summarized the draft 2021 RCP.

Relationship to Strategic Plan

This report aligns with/addresses the following strategic goals and priorities in the
Durham Region Strategic Plan:

a. Environmental Sustainability 1.5 — Expands sustainable and active
transportation by increasing accessibility and availability of cycling facilities
and promoting cycling as a healthy mode of transportation that can help
reduce C02 emissions and carbon footprint through education and
encouragement initiatives.

b.  Economic Prosperity 3.3 — Enhances communication and transportation
networks to better connect people and move goods more efficiently by
promoting the use of active transportation options for commuting, errands and
tourism purposes as well as the benefits that cycling has on the local
economy. It also assists in placemaking and the creation of healthy, complete,
sustainable communities.

c. Service Excellence 5.1 — Optimizes resources and partnerships to deliver
exceptional quality services and value by working more closely with all key
stakeholders to deliver cycling infrastructure and programs that benefit all
residents.

Conclusion

This report helps demonstrate the progress that the Region is making to support
active transportation, while further strengthening partnerships between the Region,
area municipalities, local cycling and active transportation groups and the public.

Continuing to invest in active transportation is imperative in establishing the Region
as a premier cycling destination, and a leader in coordinating and delivering
community-based cycling initiatives and programs and achieving its sustainable
mobility targets.

Attachments

Attachment #1:  Active Transportation Progress Report 2022-2023


https://www.durham.ca/en/regional-government/resources/Documents/Council/Reports/2021-Committee-Reports/Committee-of-the-Whole/2021-COW-26.pdf
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Respectfully submitted,

Original signed by

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP, PLE
Commissioner of Planning and
Economic Development

Recommended for Presentation to Committee

Original signed by

Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair
Chief Administrative Officer
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meesss——y Measuring Progress

Measure Impact Status
1. 21 km of new cycling routes on Enhances connectivity and .
Regional roads constructed and achievesthe annual build out rate Achieved
added to the PCN of 8.5 km* per year

2. 195 km of cycling facilities with

construction funding approved in Supports the implementation of In Progress
the 2023 transportation capital plan cycling infrastructure on Regional
to be implemented as part of Roads

Regional roads construction projects

3. 3.5 km of standalone infill cycling Supports the implementation of
facilities has been initiated for cycling infrastructure on Regional In Progress
detailed design in 2023 Roads

Note: 8.5 km was identified in the minutes from the October 13, 2021, Committee of the Whole
meeting in reference to the Regional Cycling Plan agenda item 7A, when the plan was approved.
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https://calendar.durham.ca/meetings/Detail/2021-10-13-0930-Committee-of-the-Whole-Meeting/de219f3c-3544-4560-b4a1-adc20107de31
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