
If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Information Report 

From: Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
Report: #2024-INFO-67 
Date: October 25, 2024 

Subject: 

Durham Environment and Climate Advisory Committee’s Nomination for the Lake Simcoe 
Conservation Authority (LSRCA) Conservation Awards, File A01-37 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the Durham Environment and 
Climate Advisory Committee’s (DECAC) nomination for the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority (LSRCA) Conservation Awards, and that DECAC member, 
Geoff Carpentier, was the recipient of the George R. Richardson Award of Honour in 
2024. 

2. Background 

2.1 In June 2022, the committee submitted a nomination to the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority (LSRCA) Conservation Awards, supporting its member, 
Geoff Carpentier, for the George R. Richardson Award of Honour. This award is 
presented to one recipient each year to recognize lifetime environmental 
achievement. DECAC’s submission was brought forward to the 2024 round of 
nominations. 
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2.2 The LSRCA Conservation Awards aim to recognize individuals, groups, and 
businesses for environmental protection and conservation efforts in the Lake 
Simcoe Watershed. The program has five award categories, including: Healthy 
Water, Healthy Land, Healthy Community, the Ernie Crossland Young 
Conservationist Award, and the George R. Richardson Award of Honour. 

2.3 The role of DECAC is to provide advice to the Region on environmental and climate-
related matters. The Committee also has a role in implementing and participating in 
community outreach programs and stewardship that support environmental 
awareness and appreciation, as outlined in the 2024 DECAC Workplan. 

3. Previous Reports and Decisions 

3.1 In January 2024, Council considered DECAC’s 2023 Annual Report, 2024 Workplan 
and Terms of Reference through Report #2024-P-2. 

4. Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority (LSRCA) Conservation Awards 

4.1 On October 8, 2024, the LSRCA held its Annual Conservation Awards Ceremony, 
where it announced the 2024 award recipients. DECAC member, Geoff Carpentier, 
was the recipient of its most prestigious award, the George R. Richardson Award of 
Honour.  

4.2 Mr. Carpentier has dedicated over 50 years of his professional and personal life to 
environmental conservation, including a successful career with the Ministry of 
Environment overseeing safe pesticide use and environmental protection, teaching 
a number of environmental courses at various institutions, and publishing several 
books and articles in periodicals. Since retiring, he continues his dedication to the 
environment by running his own environmental consulting company. He is an 
international nature guide, photographer, and lecturer for various institutions, and 
continues environmental education through regular contributions in newspapers, 
journals, and magazines. He also sits on a number of environmental boards and is a 
member of local environmental organizations and advisory committees including 
DECAC. His projects and accomplishments are summarized in Attachment 1. 

4.3 A video dedicated to Mr. Carpentier was prepared by the LSRCA and presented at 
the Awards Ceremony. The video features members of DECAC highlighting his 
achievements and contributions to the environment.  

https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=2967
https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/about-us/conservation-awards/george-r-richardson-award/
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4.4 The LSRCA Conservation Awards occur annually, celebrating the awards recipients, 
referred to as “Watershed Heroes’, with members of the community, elected 
officials, and environmental leaders from around the Lake Simcoe Watershed. By 
celebrating environmental success stories, the LSRCA aims to inspire others to 
conserve and protect Lake Simcoe and its watershed.

5. Relationship to Strategic Plan 

5.1 This report aligns with/addresses the following strategic goals and priorities in the 
Durham Region Strategic Plan: 

a. Goal 1: Environmental Sustainability’s objective: To protect the environment 
for the future by demonstrating leadership in sustainability and addressing 
climate change. 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 DECAC is pleased that its nomination was successful in the 2024 round of the 
LSRCA Conservation Awards and congratulates Mr. Carpentier for his 
achievements and dedication to environmental conservation. 

6.2 Information on all awards recipients in the other categories is available on the 
LSRCA Conservation Awards webpage. 

6.3 DECAC member Keiko Lui is commended for volunteering her time to prepare the 
nomination package. Additionally, DECAC Chair, Jay Cuthbertson, and members 
Keiko Lui, Ozair Chaudhry, and Bryan Widner are thanked for their involvement in 
the event, including participating in the filming of the award video and attending the 
event on behalf DECAC. 

7. Attachments 

Attachment 1: LSRCA Conservation Awards Nomination Package 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Brian Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP, PLE 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 

https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/about-us/conservation-awards/


Attachment 1

Dear Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Conservation Award committee: 

On behalf of The Durham Environmental Advisory Committee, it is our great pleasure to 
nominate Geoff Carpentier for the George R. Richardson Award of Honour. Please accept for 
consideration our nomination package for the 2022 LSRCA Conservation Awards. 

After considering the various awards you offer, we feel that Geoff is most deserving of being 
recognized for a lifetime of environmental achievement as his ongoing actions and initiatives 
have had a long-lasting and positive impact on Lake Simcoe’s watershed health and quality.  

For over 45 years, Geoff has carried out many different conservation focused projects such as 
loon surveys, waterfowl surveys, shorebird surveys, upland game bird surveys, Christmas Bird 
Counts and breeding bird studies – all of which have included in part LSRCA lands.   

Since 2005 (17 years), Geoff has been an active contributor to Cornell's eBird project for more 
than 75 sites within LSRCA boundaries. Geoff contributes bird sightings data, trip summaries, 
photos and sound recordings, and has become a regional reviewer for eBird and is responsible 
for validating sightings of rare or unusual species. eBird “transforms your bird sightings into 
science and conservation….with real-time data about bird distribution and abundance”. The 
data is used by academia to develop protocols to enhance and protect the environment. 

Professionally, Geoff worked at the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE, or now MOECP) 
for 35 years, working in York, Durham, Kawarthas Lakes, and Simcoe Counties in all field facets 
to protect the environment. When he oversaw the pesticides program in these areas, at a time 
when they were most widely used, he ensured the public and industry was educated in the safe 
and proper use of pesticides, and oversaw investigations into possible harm caused to the 
environment due to pesticide misuse. Later, Geoff oversaw other protective provincial 
programs to develop regulations and best management practices to protect species at risk and 
other species not already protected by legislation; he also oversaw the MOE programs to assess 
and approve various industries, processes and landfills to ensure environmental protection (air, 
water, sewage, waste) were in place. Many of the facilities and processes were located on 
LSRCA lands.  

Personally, Geoff has lived in the Lake Simcoe watershed for over a decade where he and his 
wife manage their 1.5 acre property as an eco-friendly site. It is home to a registered 200-year-
old Heritage Tree, a small meadow and pollinator garden of native plants, and a pond that 
supports many breeding herptiles and insects. He builds nest enclosures for turtles which 
frequently nest in their yard and has 8 bird boxes and a bat box onsite. He is currently 
developing a second meadow and has encouraged several of his neighbours to do likewise 

Since retiring from public service, Geoff has become an environmental consultant undertaking 
many projects related to breeding bird studies, many of which are in LSRCA boundaries; he has 
also become a professional guide leading tours that include LSRCA lands and frequently speaks 
to nature-focused and community associations about nature and how to protect it. 



In addition to his post-retirement career, Geoff is consistently actively engaged in his 
community, sharing knowledge and information through articles, and nature talks and walks. 
Geoff does two litter cleanup routes within LSRCA boundaries, and he is part of his Church's 
(located within LSRCA boundaries) Green Team. 

For the past 10 years, since 2012, Geoff has contributed as a writer to The Scugog and Uxbridge 
Standard Newspaper’s bi-weekly nature column; as well, he has been editor and writer for the 
North Durham Nature Newsletter (based in LSRCA boundaries) since 2013, dealing with all 
aspects of natural history, including several site-specific articles about places and wildlife in the 
LSRCA watershed. Not only is he editor and writer for that newsletter, but Geoff is also a 
founding member of The North Durham Nature Club and served as a director on its Board of 
Directors from 2013 to 2018.  

In 2015, Geoff was appointed by Council to the Scugog Environmental Advisory Committee 
(SEAC, jurisdiction includes LSRCA lands) where he continues to serve as a member and as a 
Chair for at least 4 of the seven years.  

Before that, in 2012, Geoff was appointed the Durham Environmental Advisory Committee 
(DEAC, jurisdiction includes LSRCA lands), and has served as its Chair for the past 4 years to 
this day. Although outside LSRCA lands Geoff was also Chair and member of the Ajax 
Environmental advisory Committee.  

Geoff’s demonstrated commitment, dedication, and passion for protecting and conserving the 
environment for future generations, and the profound impact he has had on the Lake Simcoe 
Watershed throughout his many projects and initiatives, deems him the most deserving recipient of 
the George R. Richardson Award of Honour. 

Should you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
Aneesah Luqman, DEAC Staff Liaison, at Aneesah.Luqman@durham.ca or 905-668-4113 ext. 2546. 

Sincerely, 

The Durham Environmental Advisory Committee 

mailto:Aneesah.Luqman@durham.ca


Biographical Outline 

Geoff is a specialist and expert on birds and mammals, with a particular interest in local nesting and 
migrating birds in the Kawarthas and nearby areas including Durham Region and the Lake Simcoe 
Watershed. While ornithology is his primary interest, he is well versed in all aspects of Ontario’s flora 
and fauna and has more than 50 years of experience in the field. 

Geoff has dedicated his professional and personal life to environmental conservation. During his career 
with the Ministry of the Environment (now MOECP), Geoff oversaw a myriad of programs that included 
proper pesticide use, species at risk, and various facets of environmental protection. He also taught a 
number of courses at various post-secondary institutions on environmental topics, including 
environmental protection and pesticides and their impacts on birds and other wildlife, as well as on bird 
watching. Geoff is a published author of several books, and is a regular author and editor of a number of 
ongoing publications (see list under Honours section of this nomination package). 

Since retiring, he has continued to dedicate his time to preserve and protect the environment, and 
manages his own consulting company that specializes in environmental site assessments, breeding bird 
studies, and species at risk. He is also an international nature guide, photographer and lecturer for 
various organizations, and continues his work on environmental education through regular 
contributions in various newspapers, journals, and magazines. Geoff also sits on a number of boards, a 
member of local environmental organizations, and sits on various municipal committees that work 
within the Lake Simcoe Watershed or within the LSRCA jurisdiction, including the Durham Environmental 
Advisory Committee where he is currently the chair for the fourth consecutive year. 

For a detailed list of projects and accomplishments, please see the "Details (Letter of Support)" and 
"Honours" sections of this nomination package. 



Honours 

Related Work Experience: 
2005 to present:  International nature guide, photographer and lecturer for:  

Avocet Nature Services [Australia, New Zealand, India, Nepal, Belize, Guatemala, Venezuela, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Mexico, USA, Canada]  
Peregrine Adventures [Antarctica, Falklands, South Georgia, Iceland, Spitsbergen & Greenland] 
Clipper Cruises [Alaska & Russia, Antarctica, Falklands, South Georgia] 
Quark Expeditions [Antarctica, Falklands, South Georgia] 
Quest Nature Tours [Taiwan, Cuba, Borneo, Galapagos] 
Nature Colombia [Colombia] 
One Ocean [Canada’s Northwest Passage, Antarctica, Costa Rico, Panama, Mexico] 
Ontario Field Ornithologists [Canada] 
Toronto Ornithological Club [Canada] 
Pickering Naturalists [Canada] 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists [Canada] 
Trent University & Parks Canada [Canada] 

2006 to present: owner and principal of consulting company Avocet Nature Services. 
Specializations include:  environmental site assessments; breeding bird studies, site 
characterization studies, and impact studies at solar and wind farms with a focus on avian 
breeding birds and Species at Risk (Ontario).  

1973-2006: Ontario Ministry of the Environment - District Manager and Special Projects 
Coordinator. Held multiple positions with focuses on all aspects of Ontario’s environment and its 
protection.  Roles included biologist, pesticides specialist (managing impacts in part on avian 
species in agricultural, rural and urban centres) and manager working in the fields of 
environmental policy and legislation, hazardous contaminants, waste management, air and water 
pollution, compliance, inspection, approvals and strategic planning.  

1970: Canadian Wildlife Service – Interpreter and Naturalist – Parks Canada. Conducted numerous 
avian surveys (e.g. upland game birds and migratory bird studies) and taught park visitors about 
birds and mammals on guided walks and during interpretive talks and ran youth interpretive 
program. 

Education:  

B.Sc. (Hons) – University of Guelph – zoology and biological sciences, including ornithology, 
botany, ichthyology and entomology.  1969-73 

Teaching Experience:  

1995-97 - Georgian College, Orillia. Taught courses in environmental protection and  
pesticides including impacts on birds and other wildlife 

1987-99 - Sir Sandford Fleming College (Peterborough, Cobourg and Lindsay  
campuses). Taught courses in environmental protection and pesticides  



including impacts on birds and other wildlife 

1970-80s - Trent University & Peterborough County Board of Education – taught  
courses in bird watching  

Publications (selected): 

Antarctica – First Journey, Geoffrey Carpentier, 2009. Hidden Brook Press, Brighton,  
Ontario (357 pages) 

The Mammals of Peterborough County, Geoff Carpentier, 1987. Orchid Press,  
Peterborough, Ontario (125 pages) 

  Pesticides Manuals - IPM and Aquatic Vegetation Control, G. Carpentier, 2010.  
Queen’s Printer, Ontario (287 pages) 

Author and/or Editor:  

North Durham Nature Newsletter – editor and author (2013-present) 
Orchid – (Newsletter of the Peterborough Field Naturalists – editor and author  

(1975-86 approx.) 
OFO News (Newsletter of the Ontario Field Ornithologists) – editor and author  

(1985-1993) and Editorial Team & Book Review Editor (2012 - present) 

Contributing Author for: 

The Atlas of Breeding Birds of Ontario - contributing author 
Birdfinding Guide to Canada - contributing author 
Ontario Birding News – contributing author & book reviews 
Bird Watcher’s Digest - contributing author & book reviews 
Ontario Birds - contributing author & book reviews 
Canadian Field Naturalists - contributing author & book reviews 
Birder's Journal – contributing author & book reviews 
Toronto Field Naturalists Newsletter - contributing author & book reviews 
Ontario Birding News - contributing author & book reviews 
Pickering Field Naturalists Newsletter - contributing author & book reviews 
Durham Region Field Naturalists Newsletter - contributing author & book reviews 
Aquatic Plant Management Society Journal (USA) – contributing author 
Birds of Nunavut – contributing author 

Newspaper and Magazine Columns: 

Angler and Hunter - contributing columnist – birds and mammals 
After Fifty - weekly newspaper column – birds and nature  
The Scugog and Uxbridge Standard newspaper – bi-weekly nature column (2012- 

present 



Board Memberships - Current and Past: 

Ontario Field Ornithologists - President 3 times, Board of Directors for 11 years,  
founding member and Newsletter Editorial Team 

Peterborough Field Naturalists - President 3 times and Board of Directors for 14 yrs. 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists/Ontario Nature - Board of Directors for 3 terms 
Bird Studies Canada – Chair and Trustee for 5 terms, Board of Directors for 3 terms 
North Durham Nature Club - Board of Directors, Newsletter Editor and founding  
 member (ongoing) 
Toronto Ornithological Club – Board of Directors 

 Other Organizations – Ongoing Commitments: 

Scugog Lake Stewards – resource 
Lakeridge Citizens for Clean Water - resource 
Pickering Naturalists - member in good standing 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System of Canada (ACSSC) - advisory committee  

Municipal and nature-focused activities: 

Ajax Environmental Advisory Committee (chair) – 4 terms  
Durham Region Environmental Advisory Committee (chair) – 3 terms (ongoing) 
Greenbank Public Liaison Committee – citizen member  

Citizen Science projects (selected): 

Loon Watch & Marsh Monitoring projects - Bird Studies Canada (BSC)  
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas (Regional Coordinator) – 2 projects (1981-1985 and  

2001-2005) 
Gallinaceous Gamebird Surveys – Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) 
Shorebird Surveys for Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) in southern Ontario and  

James/Hudson Bay 
Atlas of Nearctic Shorebirds – data contributor 
Egret and Cormorant Breeding Surveys - CWS 
Waterfowl surveys – CWS and MNR 

Citizen Science projects (selected) - continued: 

Hawk Monitoring for Hawk Monitoring Association of North America - Hawk  
Mountain, Beamer and Cranberry Hawk Watches 

Ontario Coordinator for the Great Backyard Bird Count – BSC 
Ontario Nest Records Scheme - contributor for 35 years 
Ontario Bird Records Committee - contributor for 25+ years 
Goose Banding Project - Hudson Bay Lowlands in cooperation with Ohio Dept. of  

Natural Resources 
Hudson Bay Lowlands Habitat Assessment Study (MNR) 



Baillie Bird-a-thon fundraiser - participant - 30+ years - twice proclaimed Celebrity  
Birder for Ontario Field Ornithologists 

Loggerhead Marsh Survey for MNR - coordinator 
Rare Breeding Program (Ontario) – BSC 
Owl Breeding Survey (Ontario) – MNR 
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