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Swastika Is Sacred

Vijay Jain
President, Vishwa Jain Sangathan Canada

https://JainCanadian.org

X, Insta, Facebook - @JainCanadian
Email — JainCanadian@gmail.com

Date — 17th March 2025



https://jaincanadian.org/
mailto:JainCanadian@gmail.com

Reference Motions

» Motion Protecting Canadian Values: Ban the Nazi Swastika in Canada passed in Durham Region
Council on 12th February 2025 - Item 8.2

» Motion Protecting Canadian Values: Ban the Nazi Swastika in Canada passed in Whitby City Council
on 3rd February 2025 - [tem 11.2

» We understand the intent here was to address growing antisemitism in Canada, and the sign
rereferred here was Nazi Hakenkruez or Nazi Hooked cross; but using the words like “Nazi
swastika” is not acceptable to minority Jain, and Hindu Canadians.

« We stand in solidarity with Jewish community and fully support all the efforts by the authorities to
address growing antisemistism in Canada, but we object to usage of the word Swastika in hate
context and we object to associate swastika word with Nazi.



https://calendar.durham.ca/meetings/Detail/2025-02-12-0930-Committee-of-the-Whole-Meeting/6d0cdc08-6859-4eb0-93a3-b28e0118c701
https://pub-whitby.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=24913c0e-455b-4081-bdde-a89ea04f418e&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English&Item=78&Tab=attachments
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Swastika — Extensively Used in Jain and Hindu Prayers

Swastika is a Sanskrut word which means well being of all. It is also used when we offer flowers to our God during our prayers at the
start of worshipping rituals. The word is very auspicious and used extensively in various ceremonies, multiple times.

Hindu Prayer

Om Sarveshaam Svastir-Bhavatu |
Sarveshaam Shaantir-Bhavatu |
Sarveshaam Puurnnam-Bhavatu |
Sarveshaam Manggalam-Bhavatu |
Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih ||

M

u B WM

e

aning:
: May there be Well-Being in All,

: May there be Peace in All,

: May there be Fulfilment in All,

: May there be Auspiciousness in All,
: Om Peace, Peace, Peace.

Jain Prayer

Wi Braie-Re fA-yren, @i @ye-ataea-gfem |

WA TPRI-Tosilfeid S U [Wie T9a-afdeyd-aHan 3

Svasti triloka-guraveé jina-pungavaya, svasti svabhava-mahimodaya-susthitayal|

Svasti prakasa-sahajorjjita drgmayaya, svasti prasanna-lalitadbhuta-vaibhavaya |2|

T e & T3 o wEE (@ TR & e @ (ge arfon) @ure (eFw agra) ¥ gRE
HoMled (@ ¥R P o w@ie (qea srdon)| (-t vorn @ SHiSta 37w (s & wrRo)
& ford @& (geg ardon) | v, @ferd T (FHERRU1 &9) Sgyd aHd (Ut & TR & g
Wi (g 3gon) |

Above mantras are spoken and flowers are offered
at the beginning of worshipping

oft ursf: T, @R ot agam;
Sri Paréva: svasti, svasti $r1 Vard’dhamana:|

1151a Stagldafa-diday w@far daafaar gaarste Barfi

Many Jain and Hindu parents keep their children name as Swastika. Also name their business as Swastika.



©
Swastika — Is There Relationship to Nazi / AntiSemitism?

* Swastika word has no relation to Latin or any of it’s derivative European
languages.

* Hitler or Nazi never used the word Swastika. They used the word
Hakenkruez (in German) or Hooked Cross (in English).

* Holocaust was carried under Nazi Hakenkruez (or Hooked Cross)
banner.

* [t was New York Times first time associating Swastika word with Nazi
with malicious intent to accuse Hindu civilization as an influencing
factor for Hitler’s actions

* Later the usage of “Nazi Swastika” words was amplified by media with
malicious intent towards Hindu civilization.



(D)
Impact of Using Swastika word |
Swastik with Nazi

* Deprives Jain and Hindu Canac
their most auspicious word in t

* Deprives Jain and Hindu Canac
their children and business wit

n Hate Context Or Associating

lans their religious rights to use
neir prayers.

lans their religious rights to name

N Swastika name.

* Make Jain and Hindu Canadians vulnerable for legal actions and
unnecessary harassments despite having no involvement in

antisemitic or hate activities.

* Confuses Jain and Hindu Canadian children about understanding
their religious scriptures and worshipping.



* Billc-229 drafted in Canada's parliamentin February 2022 to include certain signs and symbols in
Canada's criminal code. This draft bill earlier used the word "Nazi swastika".

* When honorable MP Peter Julian had presented bill c-229 for the first reading in Canada’s parliament,
Hindu community met and discussed with the MP, to which he had committed to amend Bill C-229 by
replacing the word “Nazi swastika” with “Nazi hooked cross”. Though the bill did not come to the
parliament floor for further consideration and did not become law yet. Our email exchanges with the
MP can be provided upon request.


https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-229/first-reading

Corrections Made in The West - 2

* Peel Region Police replaced the word “swastika” with “Nazi hate symbol” in the context of hate on
their website.

@ Online Reporting - Peel Region X r

- o
C m 2% peelpolice.ca/en/report-it/online-reporting.aspx#Hate-Crime aQ £} -
pzmemcm Emergency: 9-1-1 ContactUs FAQs Human Rights Project PRP News | Translate Popular Links
POLICE
&:: 3.':&
£y 273 Who We Are Report It Work With Us Services Safety Tips In the Community jo)

Top News: “Miracle on Main Street” Event Launch [} Share:
If this report does not meet our criteria to be reported online, please visit one of our Operational Divisions or Community Stations. View a map of our locations and phone numbers.

You may also contact our Non-Emergency Line at 905-453-3311, press 1 if you are unable to attend one of our locations in person.

Sample Narratives
Hate Crime

Example 1 - On March 12, 2024, around 12:00pm | was walking in a park located at 123 Main St, in the city of Brampton. | was approached by two males who started shouting derogatory terms at me (insert
the exact derogatory terms here). They then pushed me to the ground and ran away southbound towards Main St. | did not sustain any injuries. Male 1 is described as, white, approximately 6 feet tall,
wearing a red sweatshirt and black pants. Male 2 is described as, male, wearing a black sweater with black hair and a beard. | did not see any other people who witnessed the incident.

Example 2 - Yesterday evening at 7:30pm, | was waiting at a bus stop located at 123 Main St, in the city of Mississauga. | observed some graffiti painted with a black marker inside the bus shelter. The
graffiti appeared to be a Nazi hate s¥mb0\. I did not witness anyone in or around the bus shelter at that time. | did take a phone which | uploaded to you online.

Hate Incident
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e Statement from
honorable MP Chandra
Arya in Canada’s
parliament regarding
swastika.

Constituency / Circonscription

240 prom. Kennevale Dr,, Suite/piéce 201
Nepean, ON K2J 6B6

lel/ 181, : (613) 825-5505

Chandra Arya @AiyaCanads g
Member of Parliament / Député - Nepean @AryaCanada gy
@ChandraAryaCanada g

Working hard for you
= Chandra Arya@parl.gc.ca
Je travaille sans relache pour vous DR sAaon

Statement in Canadian Parliament on Swastika on Feb 28, 2022

Mr. Speaker,

On behalf of over one million Canadians of several religious faiths and in
particular Hindu-Canadians and as a Hindu-Canadian myself, | call upon members
of this house and all Canadians to distinguish between the Hindu religious sacred
symbol Swastika and the Nazi symbol of hatred called Hakenkreuz in German or
the hooked cross in English.

In the ancient Indian language of Sanskrit, Swastika means “that which brings
good luck and well-being."

This ancient and greatly auspicious symbol of the Hindu religion continues to be
used today at our Hindu temples, in our religious and cultural rituals, entrances to
our homes and in our daily life.

Please stop calling the Nazi symbol of hatred as Swastika.

We support the ban of the Nazi symbol of hatred Hakenkreuz or the hooked
Cross.

But calling it Swastika is to deny us Hindu-Canadians our religious right and
freedom to use our sacred symbol Swastika in our daily life.

Thank you Mr. Speaker
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* Alegislation in Victoria
state in Australia
banning antisemitic
symbols -
https://www.vic.gov.au/a

bout-the-nazi-symbol-
gesture-ban

™) 22 www.vic.gov.au/about-the-nazi-symbol-gesture-ban

n tis against the law to intentionally display a Nazi
symbol or perform a Nazi gesture in public.

The Nazi Hakenkreuz has been banned in public since 29 December 2022.

The Hakenkreuz is the most widely known Nazi symbol. It has become a
symbol of the Nazi Party and its heinous crimes against humanity.

The Victorian Government has expanded this ban to include other
symbols and gestures used by the Nazi Party and its paramilitary
organisations.

Displaying Nazi symbols or performing Nazi gestures in public can be
harmful. The hatred that these symbols and gestures represent is not
tolerated in Victoria’s multicultural and democratic society.

The exceptions for the cultural and historical significance of the Swastika
to Hindu, Buddhist, Jain and other faith communities remain unchanged.

It is not against the law to publicly display the Swastika (which may be
mistaken for the Nazi Hakenkreuz symbol) for genuine cultural or
religious purposes.


https://www.vic.gov.au/about-the-nazi-symbol-gesture-ban
https://www.vic.gov.au/about-the-nazi-symbol-gesture-ban
https://www.vic.gov.au/about-the-nazi-symbol-gesture-ban
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* @Tafsikorg
We are appalled at Nazi psychopath Kanye Omari West’s t shirts with the
* Aleading Canadian Nazi Hakenkreuz being sold on @Shopify
Jewish advocacy group
used the correct word We ask our friends at @shopify to take down his entire site. Heis a
Nazi hakenkreuz in their dangerous, and he will never stop destroying his own life and blaming
recent tweet Jews for his epic failures.
https://x.com/Tafsikorg/s , _ _ ,
tatus/188909148177376 @harleyf do the right thing, delete this Nazi.
0696

Disgusting, boring, unartistic trash.

10


https://x.com/Tafsikorg/status/1889091481773760696
https://x.com/Tafsikorg/status/1889091481773760696
https://x.com/Tafsikorg/status/1889091481773760696

(@) EVERY STUDENT BELONGS
T LEARNING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SYMBOLS
w PR

ﬂ_ 7
Rk S *

he Swastika, Whirling Log, & other cultural & religious uses are not the same as the Nazi ‘hakenkreuz'

Corrections Made in The
West - 6

’ In USA Oregon State education department 1. ACCURATE LANGUAGE HELPS BUILD UNDERSTANDING.

ISS u ed a C I rC u la r to a l.l. Stu d e ntS a n d pa re ntS Denotation: 'Swastika' is a Sanskrit word and is used

explaining the difference between Hakenkreuz Genotaions of e e Swasthat, Tkt oy ehoans ancuure, g

a n d Swa Sti ka WO rd S a n d Sym b O lS , a n d gg:?etgfoh::';e-:;gﬁm?: ;Sc‘c‘:)al}'lwaozr:l)al‘nd Native American religions and cultures.

disassociating swastika word from Nazi - et e ot o ookt cross’ 33;223‘;?&2;1“&??:;?31“33 e Jﬁmd@;

g Con_nect’the hols through education and i Nazi use of this symbol is intendgd to intimidé@e

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and- PR RS he M - mbols of Hate" for sctional mformation)

family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/hate%20

sym b 0 lS 0/0200 ne %20 page r%2OV2 D df 2. NAZI SYMBOLISM ISN'T LIMITED TO THE HRKENKREUZ.

Salutes, alpha-numeric codes, and other symbols
are also used to convey hate. “Heil Hilter” salute,
SS hand sign and bolts, “Camp Auschwitz," "88,"
“6MWNE," "Blut und Ehre," some runes, and
others can be found at the adl.org database.

TR

3. LEARN AND RESEARCH IN ORDER TO ATTEND TO IMPACT.

What can you find out online or from students? Hate symbols can change and enter into culture frequently.
Students and others may be able to shed light on the meaning, meme, or cultural issue that is causing harm.

If a student is using a symbol that has caused harm, ask about their intentions and understanding in order to

educate and have dialog.
r.-. OREGON
DEPARTMENT OF
. EDUCATION

Evan Nesterak, CC BY 2.0 0>, via Wil


https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/hate%20symbols%20one%20pager%20v2.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/hate%20symbols%20one%20pager%20v2.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/hate%20symbols%20one%20pager%20v2.pdf
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* We have connected with Mr. Richard Robertson from B’naiBrith Canada who had earlier
made delegations and requested for the original motions in Whitby City Council and

Durham Region Council. Mr. Robertson has acknowledged the issue and impact of using
the word “Nazi Swastika”, and expressed his apologies to us.

* B’naiBrith Canada is now committed not to use “Nazi Swastika” going forward.

* B’naiBrith Canada will be issuing formal press release in this matter soon.

12



Requests

* Amend the Motion 8.2 (Durham Council Feb 12, 2025) to replace
the word “Nazi Swastika” with “Nazi Hakenkruez” or “Nazi Hooked
Cross” or “Nazi symbol of hatred”

 Amend the Motion 11.2 (Whitby City Council Feb 37 2025) to
replace the word “Nazi Swastika” with “Nazi Hakenkruez” or “Nazi
Hooked Cross” or “Nazi symbol of hatred”

e |Issue a Press Release about the amended motions and educate
neople not to use Swastika word in hate context.

* Issue a notification to Durham Region Police Department to
update their earlier communications with reference to Swastika

13
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Thank you
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