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Reference Motions

• Motion Protecting Canadian Values: Ban the Nazi Swastika in Canada passed in Durham Region 
Council on 12th February 2025 - Item 8.2

• Motion Protecting Canadian Values: Ban the Nazi Swastika in Canada passed in Whitby City Council 
on 3rd February 2025 - Item 11.2

• We understand the intent here was to address growing antisemitism in Canada, and the sign 
rereferred here was Nazi Hakenkruez or Nazi Hooked cross; but using the words like “Nazi 
swastika” is not acceptable to minority Jain, and Hindu Canadians.

• We stand in solidarity with Jewish community and fully support all the efforts by the authorities to 
address growing antisemistism in Canada, but we object to usage of the word Swastika in hate 
context and we object to associate swastika word with Nazi.
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https://calendar.durham.ca/meetings/Detail/2025-02-12-0930-Committee-of-the-Whole-Meeting/6d0cdc08-6859-4eb0-93a3-b28e0118c701
https://pub-whitby.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=24913c0e-455b-4081-bdde-a89ea04f418e&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English&Item=78&Tab=attachments


Swastika – Extensively Used in Jain and Hindu Prayers

Hindu Prayer Jain Prayer

Above mantras are spoken and flowers are offered 
at the beginning of worshipping

Swastika  is a Sanskrut word which means well being of all. It is also used when we offer flowers to our God during our prayers at the 
start of worshipping rituals. The word is very auspicious and used extensively in various ceremonies, multiple times.

Many Jain and Hindu parents keep their children name as Swastika. Also name their business as Swastika.

3



Swastika – Is There Relationship to Nazi / AntiSemitism?

• Swastika word has no relation to Latin or any of it’s derivative European 
languages.

• Hitler or Nazi never used the word Swastika. They used the word 
Hakenkruez (in German) or Hooked Cross (in English).

• Holocaust was carried under Nazi Hakenkruez (or Hooked Cross) 
banner.

• It was New York Times first time associating Swastika word with Nazi 
with malicious intent to accuse Hindu civilization as an influencing 
factor for Hitler’s actions

• Later the usage of “Nazi Swastika” words was amplified by media with 
malicious intent towards Hindu civilization.
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Impact of Using Swastika word in Hate Context Or Associating 
Swastik with Nazi
• Deprives Jain and Hindu Canadians their religious rights to use 

their most auspicious word in their prayers.
• Deprives Jain and Hindu Canadians their religious rights to name 

their children and business with Swastika name.
• Make Jain and Hindu Canadians vulnerable for legal actions and 

unnecessary harassments despite having no involvement in 
antisemitic or hate activities.

• Confuses Jain and Hindu Canadian children about understanding 
their religious scriptures and worshipping.
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Corrections Made in The West - 1

• Bill c-229 drafted in Canada's parliament in February 2022 to include certain signs and symbols in 
Canada's criminal code. This draft bill earlier used the word "Nazi swastika". 

• When honorable MP Peter Julian had presented bill c-229 for the first reading in Canada’s parliament, 
Hindu community met and discussed with the MP, to which he had committed to amend Bill C-229 by 
replacing the word “Nazi swastika” with “Nazi hooked cross”. Though the bill did not come to the 
parliament floor for further consideration and did not become law yet. Our email exchanges with the 
MP can be provided upon request. 
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https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-229/first-reading


Corrections Made in The West - 2

• Peel Region Police replaced the word “swastika” with “Nazi hate symbol” in the context of hate on 
their website.
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Corrections 
Made in The 
West - 3

• Statement from 
honorable MP Chandra 
Arya in Canada’s 
parliament regarding 
swastika.
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Corrections 
Made in The 
West - 4

• A legislation in Victoria 
state in Australia 
banning antisemitic 
symbols -
https://www.vic.gov.au/a
bout-the-nazi-symbol-
gesture-ban 
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https://www.vic.gov.au/about-the-nazi-symbol-gesture-ban
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https://www.vic.gov.au/about-the-nazi-symbol-gesture-ban


Corrections 
Made in The 
West - 5

• A leading Canadian 
Jewish advocacy group 
used the correct word 
Nazi hakenkreuz in their 
recent tweet  
https://x.com/Tafsikorg/s
tatus/188909148177376
0696
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Corrections Made in The 
West - 6

• In USA Oregon State education department 
issued a circular to all students and parents 
explaining the difference between Hakenkreuz 
and swastika words and symbols, and 
disassociating swastika word from Nazi -

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-
family/equity/SchoolSafety/Documents/hate%20
symbols%20one%20pager%20v2.pdf
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Corrections Made in The West - 7

• We have connected with Mr. Richard Robertson from B’naiBrith Canada who had earlier 
made delegations and requested for the original motions in Whitby City Council and 
Durham Region Council. Mr. Robertson has acknowledged the issue and impact of using 
the word “Nazi Swastika”, and expressed his apologies to us. 

• B’naiBrith Canada is now committed not to use “Nazi Swastika” going forward.

• B’naiBrith Canada will be issuing formal press release in this matter soon.
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Requests

• Amend the Motion 8.2 (Durham Council Feb 12, 2025) to replace 
the word “Nazi Swastika” with “Nazi Hakenkruez” or “Nazi Hooked 
Cross” or “Nazi symbol of hatred”

• Amend the Motion 11.2 (Whitby City Council Feb 3rd 2025) to 
replace the word “Nazi Swastika” with “Nazi Hakenkruez” or “Nazi 
Hooked Cross” or “Nazi symbol of hatred”

• Issue a Press Release about the amended motions and educate 
people not to use Swastika word in hate context.

• Issue a notification to Durham Region Police Department to 
update their earlier communications with reference to Swastika
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Thank you
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