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On March 20, 2025 Regional Council made the following decision:

1. Regional Chair write a letter to Minister of Children, Community and Social Services
and Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing formally requesting funding increases
and policy adjustments to alleviate income insecurity in York Region, including:

a. Implement living wage and basic income policies.

b. Increase and index Ontario Works rates with inflation to meet life’s basic needs.

c. Include the reduction of food insecurity as a component of all appropriate

government policies.

d. Provide permanent long-term and predictable benefit programs like the
Canada-Ontario Housing Benefit beyond 2029 along with multi-year and
sustained funding to expand access to affordable housing of all types.

e. Work collaboratively with Service Managers to develop a comprehensive and
sustainable community housing funding model, with increased and predictable

Provincial funding for new supply and capital repairs.

2. Council include information about socio-economic, health and well-being trends and
service pressures when meeting with provincial ministries and elected officials to

raise awareness of the need.

3. Council direct staff to work with Human Services Planning Board, other community


mailto:regional.clerk@york.ca
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
Lydia Gerritsen
LS Stamp

mailto:regional.clerk@york.ca

partners and municipal counterparts to identify innovative and collaborative solutions
and advocate to senior levels of government for poverty reduction and housing
stabilization initiatives and funding.

4. Regional Clerk circulate this report and Attachment 1 to the Clerks of the local
municipalities, City of Toronto, Region of Peel, Durham Region, Ministers of
Municipal Affairs and Housing and Children, Community and Social Services, York
Region Members of Parliament and Members of Provincial Parliament, Ontario
Municipal Social Services Association, Association of Municipalities of Ontario, York
Regional Police Services Board, Human Services Planning Board and United Way
Greater Toronto.

5. The Region work with Local Municipalities to distribute this report and Attachment 1
to local non-profit and community organizations.

The original staff report is available for your information at the following link:

Please contact Mary Boushel, Director, Strategies and Partnerships Branch, at 1-877-464-
9675 ext. 78389 if you have any questions with respect to this matter.

Regards,

Christopher Raynor (he/him) | Regional Clerk, Regional Clerk’'s Office, Corporate Services
Department

The Regional Municipality of York | 17250 Yonge Street | Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
0O: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 71300 | christopher.raynor@york.ca | york.ca

Our Mission: Working together to serve our thriving communities — today and tomorrow


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com%2FMeeting.aspx%3FId%3Dffa1ccdd-0dc9-4228-92c1-2ef5e94ec707%26Agenda%3DPostMinutes%26lang%3DEnglish%26Item%3D23%26Tab%3Dattachments&data=05%7C02%7CLydia.Gerritsen%40Durham.ca%7C4242cbbddc224963bf1908dd6bb65bf4%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C638785153143147451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kEK07LHaDUlQBAsxOGsg33SqlOFGTUbimdGe%2FKZrpUQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:christopher.raynor@york.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.york.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLydia.Gerritsen%40Durham.ca%7C4242cbbddc224963bf1908dd6bb65bf4%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C638785153143164508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4CYBeC619E68w09DLG4%2BRDvJrL%2BAPfoT1v1Xs9CMjL8%3D&reserved=0



