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April 29, 2025 

Elaine Popp, Durham College 
Via Email: elaine.popp@durhamcollege.ca  

To Elaine Popp: 

Re: Impacts of the International Student Program Changes to Local 
Post Secondary 

File Number: PG.25.06 

At a meeting held on April 28, 2025, the Council of the Municipality of Clarington 
approved the following Resolution #GG-063-25: 

That the Delegation of Elaine Popp, Durham College, Regarding Item 6.1, 
Correspondence from the Town of Ajax, regarding Impacts of the International 
Student Program Changes to Local Post Secondary Programs, be received with 
thanks;  

That the following resolution from the Town of Ajax, regarding Impacts of the 
International Student Program Changes to Local Post Secondary Programs, be 
endorsed by the Municipality of Clarington:  

Whereas the Town of Ajax recognizes the significant contributions of 
Durham College (DC) to our local economy and community through its 
diverse range of programs and skilled graduates;  

And whereas the recent changes to the International Student Program (ISP) 
by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) have negatively 
impacted post-secondary institutions in Ontario, including Durham College, 
by reducing international student study permits and limiting eligibility for 
Post-Graduation Work Permits (PGWP) to programs in fields of study 
identified as having national labour market shortages, irrespective of local 
labour market needs;  

And whereas the Blue-Ribbon Panel report commissioned by the provincial 
government highlighted the need for long-term, sustainable funding for the 
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post-secondary sector, noting that Ontario’s colleges are funded at 44% of 
the national average, with tuition revenue first cut by 10% in 2019 and then 
frozen for the past six years;  

And whereas the financial sustainability challenges faced by Ontario’s post-
secondary institutions have been exacerbated by significant wage and cost 
inflation, as well as the growing reliance on international enrolment; 

And whereas DC has compiled a short list 34 programs not currently PGWP 
eligible to the IRCC list of fields of study (ATTACHMENT #1) which provide 
skilled graduates who are vital to growing our local economy, and in some 
cases, the College relies on international student enrolment in these 
programs to create financially viable cohorts for domestic students;  

Now therefore be it resolved that Ajax Council calls on the federal 
government to add the 34 programs listed in ATTACHMENT #1 and offered 
at DC to the IRCC list of fields of study;  

Ajax Council calls on the provincial government to enact the 
recommendation in the Blue-Ribbon Panel report to provide long-term, 
sustainable funding for the post-secondary sector; and  

A copy of this resolution be sent to Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada Minister Marc Miller, the Ontario Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities, Regional Municipality of Durham Chair John Henry, and all 
lower-tier Durham Region municipal Councils. 

Yours truly, 

 

_ ________ 
John Paul Newman 
Deputy Clerk 

JPN/lh 

c: The Honourable Doug Ford, M.P.P., Premier of Ontario 
The Honourable Rachel Bendayan, M.P.P., Minister of Immigration, Refugees 

and Citizenship - Rachel.Bendayan@parl.gc.ca 
The Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities Minister.MCU@ontario.ca 
Chair John Henry, The Regional Municipality of Durham 
Susan Cassel, City Clerk, City of Pickering - clerks@pickering.ca 
Jaclyn Grossi, Municipal Clerk, Town of Ajax - clerks@ajax.ca 
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Alexander Harras, Regional Clerk, The Regional Municipality of Durham - 
clerks@durham.ca 

Christopher Harris, Town Clerk, Town of Whitby - clerk@whitby.ca 
R. Walton, Director of Corporate Services/Municipal Clerk, Township of Scugog – 

clerks@scugog.ca 
Fernando Lamanna, Clerk/Deputy CAO, Township of Brock - clerks@brock.ca 
Debbie Leroux, Director of Legislative Services/Clerk, Township of Uxbridge - 

dleroux@uxbridge.ca  
Mary Medeiros, City Clerk, City of Oshawa - clerks@oshawa.ca 
H. Anderson, Executive Administrator, Mayor and Council 
J. O’Meara, Policy and Communications Advisor, Mayor and Council 
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