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Subject: 

2024 Ontario Lacrosse Festival Economic Impact Report 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of the 2024 Ontario 
Lacrosse Festival, show the Economic Impact of this annual event which takes 
place across Durham Region, and advise Committee of the upcoming event this 
year. 

2. Background

2.1 The Ontario Lacrosse Festival (OLF) occurs annually in venues across Durham 
Region. 

2.2 As one of the largest youth sports festivals in Canada, and the largest youth 
lacrosse festival in the world, the OLF promotes health and wellness, supports local 
businesses, and highlights Durham’s vibrant communities. 

2.3 The Economic Development and Tourism Division through its Sport Durham 
program is a supporter of this event and provides an $18,000 sponsorship, 
advertising through social media channels, and support with our municipalities to 
facilitate the booking of arena space. 
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3. 2024 Event and Economic Assessment Results 

3.1 The 2024 OLF, held August 2-11, 2024, featured 447 teams and approximately 
8,000 athletes and coaches. The event showcased participants ages 6-21 
competing for 36 Ontario provincial lacrosse championships over ten days, making it 
the world’s largest youth lacrosse event with an attendance close to 50,000. 
Approximately 38,400 attendees were visitors from outside Durham Region. 

a. 80% of the out-of-town attendees stayed overnight during their visit, for an 
average of 3.1 nights. 

b. 26.6% of attendees stayed between 4 and 7 days. 
c. 80% of out-of-town attendees indicated this event was the sole reason for their 

visit to Durham Region. 

3.2 The primary event occurs at the Iroquois Park Sports Centre in Whitby, while games 
are played at 12 arenas across the region, including in Ajax, Clarington, Oshawa, 
Pickering, and Scugog. 

4. Results of 2024 OLF and STEAMPRO Assessment 

4.1 The Ontario Lacrosse Festival organizers worked with Sport Tourism Canada to use 
their Sport Tourism Economic Impact Assessment Pro Model (STEAMPRO) tool to 
perform an economic impact analysis on the 2024 Festival. STEAMPRO is utilized 
by collecting, measuring, and analyzing data to generate the economic impact from 
actual spending data during the sport event. 

4.2 The total overall event attendee spending is calculated to be over $9,250,000. Per-
party spending is reported to be over $1,150. This number is estimated by analyzing 
survey results of attendees. Further details include: 

a. Accommodations account for 38.7% of overall spending at $3,103,365 
($451.22 per party); 

b. Restaurants account for 22% of overall spending at $2,217,212 ($256.61 per 
party); 

c. Retail/shopping accounts for 14.5% of overall spending at $1,463,030 
($169.33 per party); 

d. Vehicle expenses accounts for 11.8% of overall spending at $1,188,004 
($137.49 per party); 

e. Other items creating economic impact include groceries, recreation and 
entertainment, transportation, and volunteer spending. 
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5. The Economic Impact Results 

a. With the total expenditures (overall attendee spending + operational & capital 
expenditures) totalling over $9.9 million, this supported and enabled an 
estimated $13.4 million of economic activity in Durham Region. 

b. The 2024 Ontario Lacrosse Festival supported tax revenues (federal, 
provincial and municipal) totalling $2.5 million across Durham Region.

6. Financial Implications 

6.1 The total cost to sponsor the 2024 OLF was $18,000 which was sourced from the 
approved 2024 Economic Development and Tourism Division budget. 

7. Relationship to Strategic Plan 

7.1 This report aligns with/addresses the following strategic goals and priorities in the 
Durham Region Strategic Plan:

a. Healthy People, Caring Communities

• Item H4 – Support the development of healthy children and youth 
(including access to affordable and quality childcare)

b. Resilient Local Economies

• Item R5 – Cultivate and promote local arts, culture, quality of place, and 
tourism that embrace urban excitement and country charm

8. Conclusion 

8.1 The Ontario Lacrosse Festival is a flagship event for sport tourism in Durham 
Region, bringing the community together while welcoming thousands of visitors to 
the region to participate in sport. 

8.2 By supporting this event, the Economic Development and Tourism Division are 
leveraging partnerships to create substantial economic, social, and cultural benefits. 

8.3 By hosting this annual event, Durham Region continues to enhance its reputation as 
a premier destination for sport tourism. 

8.4 Sport Durham will continue its partnership with the Ontario Lacrosse Festival to 
support this premier 10-day celebration of Canada’s national sport. Each year, the 
festival brings together Ontario’s youth and their families, fostering a tradition of 
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competition and community in Durham. The 2025 Ontario Lacrosse Festival returns 
for its 20th anniversary when it takes place from August 1-10, with over 430 teams 
competing in 820 games across Durham Region. Participation is expected to grow 
annually, further solidifying Durham as a key destination for this prestigious event. 

8.5 For additional information, contact: Simon Gill, Director of Economic Development & 
Tourism at 905-668-7711, extension 2611. 

9. Attachments

Attachment #1: Economic Impact Assessment: Final Report – Ontario Lacrosse
Festival – Durham Region, ON 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Ramesh Jagannathan, M.B.A., M.Eng., 
P.Eng., PTOE for
Elaine C. Baxter-Trahair
Chief Administrative Officer
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