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IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER

COUNCIL SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO OUR FILE NO.

November 28, 2025

Honourable Doug Ford

Premier of Ontario

Premier's Office

Room 281, Legislative Building, Queen's Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Premier Ford,

Windsor City Council, at its meeting held November 24, 2025, adopted the following
resolution:

Decision Number: CR481/2025
WHEREAS Ontario’'s Conservation Authorities play a critical role in watershed

management, environmental protection, flood mitigation, and public safety across the
province; and,

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has introduced Bill 68, which contains significant and
far-reaching amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act that would alter governance
structures, decision-making authorities, and municipal participation in conservation
authority oversight; and,

WHEREAS the proposed changes were introduced within an omnibus bill without the
benefit of a standalone legislative process that would allow for comprehensive public
input, stakeholder consultation, or sufficient scrutiny regarding their long-term
environmental, financial, and public safety implications; and,

WHEREAS municipalities are key partners in watershed management and must retain a
strong, meaningful voice in any new governance model to ensure that local knowledge,
local priorities, and local risks are fully considered in provincial decision-making; and,

WHEREAS the potential impacts of the proposed amendments may increase risks to the
public related to flooding, erosion, natural heritage loss, and environmental degradation
if not properly analyzed and addressed through an open and transparent legislative

process; and,
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the City of Windsor strongly urge
the Provincial Government of Ontario to withdraw all sections of Bill 68 related to
amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province be requested to re-introduce any
proposed changes as a standalone bill, to proceed through the full and regular legislative
process—including First and Second Readings, Committee review, stakeholder
submissions, and public consultation—to ensure that the impacts on watershed

management, environmental protection, and public safety are fully and transparently
considered; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province ensure that any future governance
framework for Ontario’s Conservation Authorities includes robust and clearly defined
municipal representation, recognizing municipalities as essential partners in protecting
watersheds and mitigating environmental risks; and,

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Premier of
Ontario, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, local Members of
Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Essex
Region Conservation Authority (ERCA), and all Ontario municipalities and Conservation
Authorities for their information and support.

Carried.

Your consideration to Windsor City Council’s resolution would be most
appreciated.

Sincerely, A

Anna Ciacelli

Deputy City Clerk and Supervisor of Council Services
AC/lh

cc.  Mr. Todd McCarthy, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Mr. Harb Gill, Member of Parliament, Windsor West
Ms. Kathy Borrelli, Member of Parliament, Windsor-Tecumseh-Lakeshore
Mr. Andrew Dowie, Member of Provincial Parliament, Windsor-Tecumseh
Ms. Lisa Gretzky, Member of Provincial Parliament, Windsor West
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)



Tim Byrne, Chief Administrative Officer & Secretary Treasurer, Board of
Directors, Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA)

Nicole Kupnicki, Manager, Human Resources & Council Services of the
Essex Region Conservation Authority

All Ontario municipalities and Conservation Authorities





