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December 15, 2025 
 
Re: Drowning Prevention and Swim Safety in Ontario 
 
Hamilton City Council, at its meeting held on Wednesday, December 10, 2025, passed 
the following resolution:  
 
Item 9.2 of the General Issues Committee Minutes 25-017: 
 

9.2 Drowning Prevention and Swim Safety in Ontario 
  

WHEREAS, drowning is one the of the leading causes of preventable 
deaths among children in Ontario; 
 
WHEREAS, research by the Lifesaving Society of Ontario shows that most 
children who drown never intended to be in the water; 
 
WHEREAS, evidence demonstrates that even basic swimming and water 
survival skills significantly reduce the risk of drowning; 
 
WHEREAS, many children in Ontario do not have equitable access to 
swimming lessons out side of school due to financial, cultural, or 
geographic barriers; 
 
WHEREAS, several municipalities across Ontario have expressed strong 
interest in improving water safety education for children; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ministry of Education has the authority to incorporate 
water safety and survival training into the regular elementary school 
curriculum as universal, life-saving skill comparable to fire safety and road 
safety instruction; 

 
  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  
 

(a) That Hamilton City Council respectfully urge the Government of 
Ontario, through the Ministry of Education, to incorporate mandatory 
water safety and Swim-to-Survive training into the elementary school 
curriculum for all Ontario students; 
 

(b) That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable 
Minister of Education of Ontario, local Members of Provincial 
Parliament, all Ontario Municipalities, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario, and The Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities with a request for support and/or endorsement; and, 
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(c)  That staff be directed to assess all Hamilton waterfronts to ensure 

adequate public water safety measures are in place, any 
opportunities to expand Swim to Survive Programs at city pools, and 
report back with recommendations to the Emergency and Community 
Services Committee. 

 
Regards, 

Matthew Trennum 
City Clerk 

 
 
cc. Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) amo@amo.on.ca  

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) info@fcm.ca  
Hon. Paul Calandra, Minister of Education of Ontario paul.calandra@pc.ola.org  
Hamilton Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) 

Hon. D. Skelly, MPP (Flamborough-Glanbrook) Donna.Skelly@pc.ola.org 
M. Ciriello, MPP (Hamilton Mountain) monica.ciriello@pc.ola.org  
Hon. N. Lumsden, MPP (Hamilton East-Stoney Creek) Neil.Lumsden@pc.ola.org 
S. Shaw, MPP (Hamilton West-Ancaster-Dundas) SShaw-QP@ndp.on.ca 
R. Lennox, MPP (Hamilton Centre) rlennox-qp@ndp.on.ca  

All Ontario Municipalities  
clerk@addingtonhighlands.ca; info@adelaidemetcalfe.on.ca; rreid@adjtos.ca; 
info@admastonbromley.com; clerks@ajax.ca; alberton@jam21.net; 
arochefort@alfred-plantagenet.com; info@algonquinhighlands.ca; info@amaranth.ca; 
inquiry@amherstburg.ca; info@armourtownship.ca; general@armstrong.ca; 
arnprior@arnprior.ca; deputyclerk@arran-elderslie.ca; clerk@acwtownship.ca; 
bbonisteel@asphodelnorwood.com; assiginackinfo@amtelecom.net; 
athens@myhighspeed.ca; info@atikokan.ca; asimonian@augusta.ca; 
clerks@aurora.ca; jbrick@town.aylmer.on.ca; karin@baldwin.ca; 
amckenzie@bancroft.ca; cityinfo@barrie.ca; bayham@bayham.on.ca; 
cmcgregor@twp.beckwith.on.ca; cpallo@city.belleville.on.ca; 
kmcdonald@billingstwp.ca; reception@blackriver-matheson.com; 
generalmail@blandfordblenheim.ca; katie.scott@blindriver.ca; 
pam.walsh@blindriver.ca; clerk@municipalityofbluewater.ca; 
cao.clerk@bonfieldtownship.org; admin@eganville.com; lmcdonald@bracebridge.ca; 
rmurphy@townofbwg.com; Peter.fay@brampton.ca; brant@brant.ca; 
clerks@brantford.ca; brethour@parolink.net; CDoiron@brighton.ca; 
brock@townshipofbrock.ca; info@brockton.ca; info@brockville.com; 
Jdenkers@brookealvinston.com; info@brucecounty.on.ca; info@brucemines.ca; 
info@blrtownship.ca; clerk@burksfalls.ca; clerks@burlington.ca; 
burpeemills@vianet.ca; legislative.services@caledon.ca; clerk@callander.ca; 
administration@calvintownship.ca; clerks@cambridge.ca; info@carletonplace.ca; 
clerksoffice@carling.ca; clerk@carlowmayo.ca; admin@casey.ca; 
info@casselman.ca; cpage@cavanmonaghan.net; pshipway@centralelgin.org; 
township@centralfrontenac.com; info@centralhuron.com; 
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ddeforge@centralmanitoulin.ca; clerksoffice@centrehastings.com; 
kokane@centrewellington.ca; info@chamberlaintownship.com; info@champlain.ca; 
jonesl@chapleau.ca; cao@chapple.on.ca; info@charltonanddack.com; 
CKclerk@chatham-kent.ca; psinnamon@chatsworth.ca; info@chisholm.ca; 
mouellet@clarence-rockland.com; clerks@clarington.net; clerks@clearview.ca; 
cobalt@cobalt.ca; clerk@cobourg.ca; clerk@cochraneontario.com; 
brentstdenis@gmail.com; toc@ontera.net; townhall@collingwood.ca; 
conmee@conmee.com; cityhall@cornwall.ca; clerk@cramahetownship.ca; 
clerk@dawneuphemia.on.ca; dawsontwp@tbaytel.net; townmail@deepriver.ca; 
gmaracle@deseronto.ca; mavis@doriontownship.ca; info@dourodummer.on.ca; 
admin@dnetownship.ca; generalinquiries@dryden.ca; township@dubreuilville.ca; 
info@dufferincounty.ca; clerks@durham.ca; cao@duttondunwich.on.ca; 
hbouw@duttondunwich.on.ca; twilbee@dysartetal.ca; eftownship@ear-falls.com; 
municipality@eastferris.ca; clerks@eastgarafraxa.ca; 
hvilleneuve@easthawkesbury.ca; ezt@ezt.ca; mail@twpec.ca; rwilliams@twpec.ca; 
CAO@elgin.ca; mail@elizabethtown-kitley.on.ca; info@city.elliotlake.on.ca; 
township@emo.ca; slacarte@englehart.ca; dmctavish@enniskillen.ca; 
dina.lundy@erin.ca; town@espanola.ca; kpascoe@essatownship.on.ca; 
coeinfo@countyofessex.on.ca; Clerks@countyofessex.ca; clerk@evanturel.com; 
office@faraday.ca; nvachon@fauquierstrickland.com; cschofield@forterie.ca; 
town@fort-frances.com; mbouffard@frenchriver.ca; admin@frontofyonge.com; 
info@frontenaccounty.ca; dplumley@frontenacislands.ca; 
information@gananoque.ca; townshipofgauthier@hotmail.com; info@gbtownship.ca; 
bdrury@georgianbluffs.on.ca; info@georgina.ca; gillies@gilliestownship.com; 
townhall@goderich.ca; lmccabe@goderich.ca; adminoffice@gordonbarrieisland.ca; 
scarr@gorebay.ca; mail@townofgrandvalley.ca; info@gravenhurst.ca; 
clerk@greatermadawaska.com; info@greaternapanee.com; 
clerks@greatersudbury.ca; administration@greenstone.ca; tara.warder@grey.ca; 
clerks@greyhighlands.ca; clerks@grimsby.ca; info@guelph.ca; general@get.on.ca; 
info@haldimandcounty.on.ca; mrutter@county.haliburton.on.ca; 
graham.milne@halton.ca; suzannej@haltonhills.ca; info@hamiltontownship.ca; 
btocheri@hanover.ca; harlytwp@parolink.net; pinej@hastingscounty.com; 
info@hastingshighlands.ca; havbelmet@hbmtwp.ca; sgirard@hawkesbury.ca; 
clerk@headclaramaria.ca; townofhearst@hearst.ca; info@highlandseast.ca; 
twphill@parolink.net; admin@hiltontownship.ca; info@hiltonbeach.com; 
aileen.singh@hornepayne.ca; CAO@hortontownship.ca; clerk@howick.ca; 
admin@hudson.ca; tanya.calleja@huntsville.ca; huronadmin@huroncounty.ca; 
bknight@huroneast.com; email@huronshores.ca; info@huronkinloss.com; 
info@ignace.ca; clerks@ingersoll.ca; inquiry@innisfil.ca; 
JBelhumeur@iroquoisfalls.com; Treasurer@Iroquoisfalls.com; 
elklake@ntl.sympatico.ca; admin@jocelyn.ca; johnsontwp@bellnet.ca; 
office@townshipofjoly.com; general@kapuskasing.ca; 
agendaitems@city.kawarthalakes.on.ca; admin@townofkearney.ca; 
service@kenora.ca; admin@kerns.ca; info@khrtownship.ca; 
cbeauvais@municipalityofkillarney.ca; jlawrie@kincardine.ca; ksmyth@king.ca; 
contactus@cityofkingston.ca; skitchen@kingsville.ca; meagan.elliott@tkl.ca; 
clerk@tkl.ca; jennifer.montreuil@tkl.ca; clerks@kitchener.ca; lavalley@nwonet.net; 
abala@lasalle.ca; info@lairdtownship.ca; MMarkham@lakeofbays.on.ca; 
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lakeofthewoodstwp@tbaytel.net; webmaster@lakeshore.ca; 
stephane.thiffeault@county-lambton.on.ca; STroyer-Boyd@lambtonshores.ca; 
info@lanarkcounty.ca; clhclerk@lanarkhighlands.ca; crystallabbe@larderlake.ca; 
admin@larderlake.ca; jallen@latchford.ca; info@laurentianhills.ca; 
info@lvtownship.ca; info@leamington.ca; reception@uclg.on.ca; 
vanessa@townshipleeds.on.ca; borchard@lennox-addington.on.ca; 
clerk@township.limerick.on.ca; info@lincoln.ca; webmaster@london.ca; 
info@loyalist.ca; rreymer@lucanbiddulph.on.ca; twpmacd@onlink.net; 
adminmachar@vianet.ca; clerktreasurer@visitmachin.com; 
info@madawaskavalley.ca; clerk@madoc.ca; clerk@magnetawan.com; 
AAdams@malahide.ca; owen@manitouwadge.ca; reception@mapleton.ca; 
deputyclerk@marathon.ca; kkitteringham@markham.ca; info@markstay-warren.ca; 
t.bennett@marmoraandlake.ca; deputyclerk@matachewan.ca; info@mattawa.ca; 
admin@mattawan.ca; mattice@ntl.sympatico.ca; lwest@mcdougall.ca; 
clerk@township.mckellar.on.ca; clerk@mcmurrichmonteith.com; 
info@mcnabbraeside.com; info@meaford.ca; info@melancthontownship.ca; 
deputyclerk@merrickville-wolford.ca; mivanic@middlesex.ca; 
clerk@middlesexcentre.on.ca; admin@midland.ca; townclerk@milton.ca; 
admin@mindenhills.ca; annilene@town.minto.on.ca; public.info@mississauga.ca; 
town@mississippimills.ca; mono@townofmono.com; info@township.montague.on.ca; 
moonbeam@moonbeam.ca; info@moosonee.ca; townshipofmorley@gmail.com; 
thallam@morristurnberry.ca; clerk@mulmur.ca; clerk@muskoka.on.ca; 
ltarasuck@muskokalakes.ca; chollows@muskokalakes.ca; 
nairncentre@personainternet.com; neebing@neebing.org; clerk@newtecumseth.ca; 
office@newbury.ca; info@newmarket.ca; clerk@niagararegion.ca; 
info@niagarafalls.ca; clerks@notl.com; info@nipigon.net; 
admin@nipissingtownship.com; clerks@norfolkcounty.ca; clerk@nalgonawil.com; 
customerservice@cityofnorthbay.ca; mail@northdumfries.ca; info@northdundas.com; 
clerkplanning@northfrontenac.ca; info@northglengarry.ca; 
general@northgrenville.on.ca; clamb@northhuron.ca; c.parent@northkawartha.ca; 
admin@northmiddlesex.on.ca; clerks@northperth.ca; clerk@northstormont.ca; 
pcress@townofnemi.on.ca; info@northernbruce.ca; 
macdonaldn@northumberlandcounty.ca; karmstrong@norwich.ca; 
twpoconn@tbaytel.net; townclerk@oakville.ca; info@oilsprings.ca; 
Wayne.Hanchard@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca; twpopas@persona.ca; 
info@orangeville.ca; corporate@orillia.ca; deputations@oro-medonte.ca; 
service@oshawa.ca; info@osmtownship.ca; info@ottawa.ca; 
kvanalphen@owensound.ca; clerksoffice@oxfordcounty.ca; 
admin@papineaucameron.ca; rjohnson@townofparrysound.com; 
regional.clerk@peelregion.ca; info@pelee.ca; clerks@pelham.ca; 
pembroke@pembroke.ca; scooper@penetanguishene.ca; info@townshipofperry.ca; 
clerk@perth.ca; info@perthcounty.ca; township@pertheast.ca; lscott@perthsouth.ca; 
email@petawawa.ca; info@ptbocounty.ca; cityptbo@peterborough.ca; 
petrolia@petrolia.ca; clerks@pickering.ca; clerktreasurer@picklelake.org; 
info@plummertownship.ca; info@plympton-wyoming.ca; 
info@villageofpointedward.com; cityclerk@portcolborne.ca; admin@porthope.ca; 
clerk@powassan.net; info@prescott.ca; spparisien@prescott-russell.on.ca; 
adminassist@princetwp.ca; clerks@pecounty.on.ca; admin@puslinch.ca; 
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