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December 15, 2025

Re: Drowning Prevention and Swim Safety in Ontario

Hamilton City Council, at its meeting held on Wednesday, December 10, 2025, passed
the following resolution:

Iltem 9.2 of the General Issues Committee Minutes 25-017:

9.2

Drowning Prevention and Swim Safety in Ontario

WHEREAS, drowning is one the of the leading causes of preventable
deaths among children in Ontario;

WHEREAS, research by the Lifesaving Society of Ontario shows that most
children who drown never intended to be in the water;

WHEREAS, evidence demonstrates that even basic swimming and water
survival skills significantly reduce the risk of drowning;

WHEREAS, many children in Ontario do not have equitable access to
swimming lessons out side of school due to financial, cultural, or
geographic barriers;

WHEREAS, several municipalities across Ontario have expressed strong
interest in improving water safety education for children; and

WHEREAS, the Ministry of Education has the authority to incorporate
water safety and survival training into the regular elementary school
curriculum as universal, life-saving skill comparable to fire safety and road
safety instruction;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

(@) That Hamilton City Council respectfully urge the Government of
Ontario, through the Ministry of Education, to incorporate mandatory
water safety and Swim-to-Survive training into the elementary school
curriculum for all Ontario students;

(b) That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable
Minister of Education of Ontario, local Members of Provincial
Parliament, all Ontario Municipalities, the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario, and The Federation of Canadian
Municipalities with a request for support and/or endorsement; and,
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(c) That staff be directed to assess all Hamilton waterfronts to ensure
adequate public water safety measures are in place, any
opportunities to expand Swim to Survive Programs at city pools, and
report back with recommendations to the Emergency and Community
Services Committee.

Regards,

Matthew Trennum
City Clerk

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) amo@amo.on.ca
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) info@fcm.ca
Hon. Paul Calandra, Minister of Education of Ontario paul.calandra@pc.ola.org
Hamilton Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPS)

Hon. D. Skelly, MPP (Flamborough-Glanbrook) Donna.Skelly@pc.ola.org

M. Ciriello, MPP (Hamilton Mountain) monica.ciriello@pc.ola.org

Hon. N. Lumsden, MPP (Hamilton East-Stoney Creek) Neil.Lumsden@pc.ola.org

S. Shaw, MPP (Hamilton West-Ancaster-Dundas) SShaw-QP@ndp.on.ca

R. Lennox, MPP (Hamilton Centre) rlennox-gp@ndp.on.ca
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kevinh@quintewest.ca; rainyriver@tbaytel.net; ramara@ramara.ca;
municipality@redlake.ca; cao@redrocktownship.com; info@countyofrenfrew.on.ca;
info@renfrew.ca; clerks@richmondhill.ca; info@twprideaulakes.on.ca;
clerk.greffe@russell.ca; clerk@ryersontownship.ca; inquiries@sables-spanish.ca;
clerks@sarnia.ca; clerk@saugeenshores.ca; info@cityssm.on.ca; clerk@schreiber.ca;
mail@scugog.ca; info@seguin.ca; info@selwyntownship.ca;
clerk@townshipofsevern.com; jwilloughby@shelburne.ca; clerkdept@shuniah.org;
info@simcoe.ca; clerk@siouxlookout.ca; info@snnf.ca; info@smithsfalls.ca;
townhall@townsrf.ca; info@southalgonquin.ca; clerk@town.southbruce.on.ca;
admin@southbrucepeninsula.com; mail@southdundas.com;
admin@southfrontenac.net; info@southglengarry.com; info@southhuron.ca;
info@southriverontario.com; info@southstormont.ca; cao@SswoXx.0rg;

jhyde @southgate.ca; clerk@swox.org; info@southwestmiddlesex.ca;
southwold@southwold.ca; info@townofspanish.com; info@springwater.ca;
emcginty@stcatharines.ca; ksullivan@stcatharines.ca; webmaster@twp.stclair.on.ca;
clerkadmin@stjosephtownship.com; general@townofstmarys.com; info@stthomas.ca;
jbouthillette @stcharlesontario.ca; clerk@stirling-rawdon.com;
caoclerk@stonemills.com; info@sdgcounties.ca; clerks@stratford.ca;
clerk@strathroy-caradoc.ca; clerk@strongtownship.com; admin@sundridge.ca;
clerk@tarbutt.ca; cbonneville@tay.ca; cao@tayvalleytwp.ca; info@tecumseh.ca;
twptehk@amtelecom.net; projects@temagami.ca;
municipality@temiskamingshores.ca; info@terracebay.ca;
shenshaw@thamescentre.on.ca; info@thearchipelago.on.ca;
townclerk@thebluemountains.ca; jbrizard@nationmun.ca;
municipalclerk@townshipofthenorthshore.ca; robert.thessalon@bellnet.ca;
reynaldrivard@nt.net; matthew.trennum@thorold.ca; cityclerk@thunderbay.ca;
contact@tillsonburg.ca; clerks@timmins.ca; swalton@tiny.ca; 311@toronto.ca;
info@trenthills.ca; kstevenson@trentlakes.ca; clerk@tudorandcashel.com;
info@tweed.ca; info@tyendinagatownship.com; info@uxbridge.ca;
administration@valharty.ca; clerks@vaughan.ca; mkirkham@wainfleet.ca;
info@warwicktownship.ca; clerk@wasagabeach.com;
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca; clerkinfo@waterloo.ca; info@wawa.ca;
clerk@welland.ca; gkosch@wellesley.ca; jennifera@wellington.ca;
township@wellington-north.com; westelgin@westelgin.net; mturner@westgrey.com:;
reception@westlincoln.com; info@westnipissing.ca; info@westperth.com;
kwestgate @villageofwestport.ca; info@whitby.ca; clerks@townofws.ca;
info@whiteriver.ca; Deputy.clerk@whitestone.ca; info@whitewaterreqgion.ca;
info@wilmot.ca; clerks@citywindsor.ca; tgarcia@wollaston.ca;
info@cityofwoodstock.ca; woolwich.mail@woolwich.ca; accessyork@york.ca
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