
WhiteBelt Lands Between 
Sideline 14 and 16, and Seventh 

Concession Road and Hwy 7
Boundary Expansion Area BER-12, Envision Durham
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Lands next to the federal airport lands, identified as Special Study Area
1 in the current ROP are proposed to remain outside the Urban Area
Boundary since there is sufficient opportunity in northeast Pickering
along Highway 407 and the lands are not yet required for Employment
Area expansion. Residential and population related sensitive land uses
would not be permitted in this location due to potential airport noise
exposure. These lands are proposed to remain outside the Urban Area
Boundary until such time that a federal decision to build an airport is
made, at which point they may be comprehensively planned for
suitable uses.
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Request for Settlement Area Boundary Expansion –
Ajax and Pickering
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Special Study Area 1, Region Official Plan, Schedule 
A, map A4
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Special Study Area 1
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BER-12 Inclusion Criteria For Expansion
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Draft New Region of Durham Official Plan
• It is the policy of Council to:
• 2.1.18 Request the federal government for a firm commitment to the 

construction of an airport on the federal lands in Pickering.
• 2.1.19 Ensure that required services and infrastructure are planned to support 

and serve an airport, upon commitments being made to construct an airport in 
Pickering by the federal government.

• 2.1.20 Support the development of a transportation-based, multi-modal 
employment hub in the vicinity of the federal lands in Pickering to maximize the 
economic benefit of a future airport.

• 2.1.21 Support the establishment of a new multi-modal transportation network 
serving a future airport in Pickering, and once an announcement is made by the 
federal government, develop a plan to implement new highway connections, 
roads and new rapid transit infrastructure.
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Inconsistency and Mixed Messages
• Despite the draft new plan, City of Pickering is currently debating a 

resolution to oppose the airport. 
• There has been indecision for 51 years.  It could be another 51 years. 
• Perfectly good privately owned Whitebelt lands are sitting idly, while 

Greenbelt lands are being taken out with much controversy. 
• The Whitebelt lands between Sideline 14 and 16 could be used for 

purposes that are compatible even if an airport comes. 
• These could be low-lying 1-2 story buildings or yards used for 

warehousing, industrial or transportation uses, as well as highway 
amenities at the existing highway ramps – there is nothing now. 
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Comparison with employment lands being 
considered for inclusion into the urban boundary

• Other employment lands being brought into the urban boundary, in BER-13 
and South of Highway 7.  Some say those are sufficient for now.

• These lands of interest are more accessible by major roads, 7, 407 and 1 
than those.  There are existing ramps at Brock Rd now. 

• They are more strategically located of all the Whitebelt lands that are being 
considered for inclusion.  Near Seaton, at confluence of 3 major roads. 

• They are the only accessible Whitebelt lands that are not being considered 
for inclusion, West of Clarington. 

• While they are designated “prime agricultural”, not much agriculture is 
happening there. Most are sitting idle. 

• It could be decades for an airport to come, or it may never come. Why 
should this part of Pickering be kept idle like this? 
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